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NY Natural Heritage Program
(NYNHP)

• Our mission is to facilitate conservation of New York's
biodiversity by providing comprehensive information and
scientific expertise on rare species and natural ecosystems to
resource managers and other conservation partners.

• Partnership between NYS DEC and SUNY ESF



• Aggregation center for all-taxa data 

• Communication network for Early Detection

• Online, map-based platform

• Organization charged with managing data (NYNHP)

• Available for professionals and citizen scientists

New York State
Invasive Species Database

Sharing Information for Strategic Management



LIVE in 2010 
version 1.1; now v. 2.13



Where does the data come from? 

1) Bulk uploads from partner organizations

• Local, State, and Federal Agencies

• Land/ Water Managers

• Researchers

• Museum Data

2) Data entered online and through the app



Who uses iMap?

Managing a Geography

• NYS DEC Invasive Species 
Program Staff

• PRISM Leaders

• HWA Initiative

• NYS Parks

• Lake Associations

• Town/County staff

Contributing to 

NYS Knowledge Base &

Informing EDRR Work &

Response Efforts

• Botanists/Ecologists

• Consultants

• DEC staff

• Parks staff

• CCE staff

• Master Gardeners

• Outdoor Enthusiasts

• College Students



Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species Management

“PRISM”





• Connect information about your lake to key individuals:

– PRISM Leaders

– Scott K, Cathy M, etc.

• Connect you to key information

– What is reported for your lake? Nearby?

– Maps/Reports

• Methods:

– Online (map, reports, email alerts, etc.)

– Mobile app

– Spring Blitz

– 2019: iMap3

What can iMap Do for you??



Public Map
• Some species

• Distribution – by County/Watershed



LOGIN: Online mapping interface



Yellow Iris





Searched for Water-chestnut:
NOT DETECTED





Queries & Reports



Email Alert System

Regulated/High 

Priority Species

Alerts sent 

to state 

authorities Verified by expert

Set to “confirmed” 

by state iMap

administrator

Other Species

Reviewed by 

state iMap

administrator

User email alerts

Communicating important findings to key stakeholders



The data is used to make smart decisions about 
invasive species management…

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid



OBSERVATION – location of a 

specific species(location, date)

ASSESSMENT – detailed 

information about a specific 

observation

TREATMENT – control effort 

details

SURVEY – search for presence 

or absence of a species

INFESTATION

MANAGEMENT

RECORD

DATA TYPES



Managing advanced data



Project
• Group data

• Project Leader: confirm/ review data

• Download data



Connections

 PRISM Leaders

NYS DEC Invasive Species Coordination Unit

Each other!



3. Opportunities

1. WISPA 2019

2. Pilot Survey123/Collector Apps

3. iMap Mobile app (iPhone/Android)

4. Spring Blitz Trainings

5. 3rd annual Water Chestnut Challenge

6. One-on-one sessions

7. 2019: iMap3



Watercraft Inspection Steward 
Program App (WISPA)

• 2017: Pilot

• 2018: 12 Organizations

• 2019: email iMap box

#1

ArcGIS 

Online
NYSDEC



Pilot: Survey123/Collector apps

• OAT: Observation/Assessment/Treatment

• SAS: Simple Aquatic Survey

• RA: Rapid Assessment

• POAT: Polygon + OAT

#2

Email the iMap box if you would like to participate



Observation Data-entry
in the field…

without connectivity
App - smartphone

#3



2018 iMap Spring Blitz #4

www.NYiMapInvasives.org



2018 Mapping Challenge:
Water Chestnut (3rd Annual)

Jumping Worms (1st Annual)

• Wednesday June 27 at 1:15

• Submit data July 5 to 19

• PRIZES!!!

#5



One-on-one opportunity
Sign-up at iMap Table

• Ask questions

• Set-up an iMap account

• Set-up an email alert for your watershed

• Create a report for your lake

• Download the iMapInvasives app

• Set-up the iMap Mobile app (iPhone or Android)

• Other

#6



2019: iMap3

• Esri-based (leverage Survey123/Collector)

• North American View 

• Email iMap box if you want to help test in 
March of 2019

#7



www.NYiMapInvasives.org

Become involved with 
iMapInvasives

• Contribute data!

• Become a trained user to submit observations

• Use and analyze the data

• Search species and locations

• Set up email alerts

• Manage advanced data for your own projects


