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Hydrilla in New York: The Hunt is On!

NYSFOLA - Lower New York Chapter Meeting
July 22, 2016
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Background
• Hydrilla discovered in 

Croton River, Westchester 
County in October 2013

• Aquatic plant survey 
conducted in 2014 and 
follow-up monitoring in 2015 
indicate the infestation is 
widespread and expanding.
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A “Most Wanted” Species
• Federal Noxious Weed List

• Noxious weed and/or banned 
in at least 17 states

• Prohibited under 6 NYCRR 
Part 575
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Broome, Erie, Kings, Monroe, 
Nassau, Niagara, Orange, 
Suffolk, Tompkins, and 
Westchester Counties.
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Important Species Characteristics
• Highly adaptable

• Establishment deterred by wave action, exposure, 
and hard substrate 

• Does not do well with regular exposure to > 3 ppt
salinity 

• Grows in water depths of > 30 feet (depending on 
clarity)

• Water clarity > 1.3 

• Hydrilla maintains vegetation at colder 
temperatures (40F)
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Important Species Characteristics
• Turions (produced in early 

summer)

• Tubers (after July 4th) –
carbohydrate storage

• Vegetative spread by fragments
Chris Evans

Robert Videki
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Dealing with hydrilla
Often complex factors

Often requires multi-organization 
collaboration

No quick fix – average control 
program 5 to 7 years

Financial cost – (large scale 
infestations) up to $500K per 
year



8

Urgency for Response
• Risk to Submerged Aquatic 

Vegetation (SAVs): 
Vallisneria americana
(water celery)

• Risk to waterfowl and 
raptors: toxic cyanobacteria 
(Aetokthonos hydrillicola)
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Urgency for Response
• Threat to waters in NYS and 

adjacent states: biodiversity

• Impacts to recreational water 
use



10

Best Method: Prevention
Transport on watercraft and/or 
equipment

Accidental planting of hydrilla
tubers

Aquaria dumping

Waterfowl transport
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What you can do (to be a super hero)
Clean, drain, and dry your 
watercraft and equipment

Be a proactive aquatic gardener

Make smart choices about your 
aquarium and its inhabitants

Spread the word!
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Second Best Method: Early Detection
• Get populations while 

they’re small
• Easier to control or 

eradicate
• Reduced ecological and 

economic impacts
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Hydrilla Hunters
Volunteer monitoring 

• Priority Hudson River 
locations (survey 2015)

• Plan to connect existing 
teams statewide

• Private and public lakes

Photo: Chris Doyle, Solitude Lake Management
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Hydrilla Hunters
Volunteer monitoring

• Rake toss survey
• Visual survey

Chris Doyle, SOLitude Lake Management
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Hydrilla Hunters: Keys to Monitoring
• Be consistent (yearly is 

ideal)
• Conduct surveys in the 

same locations each year
• Record GPS locations and 

data on data sheets (keep 
copies)
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Hydrilla Hunters: Keys to Monitoring
If you think you’ve found 
hydrilla –

• Send us photos
• We may follow up to ask for 

samples 
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Education and Outreach Products
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Thank you!
Catherine McGlynn
NYSDEC
Division of Lands and Forests
Invasive Species Coordination Section
catherine.mcglynn@ny.dec.gov


