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Welcome David Carr 

NYSFOLA’s New Executive Director 

The NYSFOLA Board of Directors and former Executive Director, Nancy 

Mueller are pleased to introduce NYSFOLA members to our new Executive 

Director, David Carr.  He comes to NYSFOLA with broad experience as a 

consultant and project manager and familiarity with the needs of lake associ-

ations.  Many of you may know Dave from his work in the Finger Lakes re-

gion. He has served as a Program Support Consultant for the Owasco Water-

shed Lake Association and as the Project Manager for the Great Lakes Starry 

Stonewort Collaborative at the Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William 

Smith Colleges.  Dave has also served as a technical consultant in database 

and geospatial technologies. 

Dave will work with the NYSFOLA Board of Directors to develop a Strategic Plan for our growing 

organization, and we invite your input.  We’re excited about NYSFOLA’s future as we develop 

new projects and services for the benefit of our member lake associations. 

As NYSFOLA and CSLAP have contin-

ued to grow, additional staffing has be-

come a priority in order to better serve 

our members.  So, as we welcome Dave 

to our organization, we also thank long 

time NYSFOLA Executive Director and 

Coordinator of the Citizens Statewide 

Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP), 

Nancy Mueller who will now become 

the full-time CSLAP Coordinator while 

also assisting Dave as he transitions into 

the new position.   

Many of you have already had the opportunity to meet Dave at some of this year’s NYSFOLA re-

gional conferences, and we look forward to introducing him to many more of you at the NYSFOLA 

Annual Conference May 3-4 at the Fort William Henry Hotel and Conference Center in Lake 

George.  In the meantime, we hope that you will contact him at the NYSFOLA office to introduce 

yourselves and extend him a warm welcome. 
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President’s Letter  - Tarki L. Heath 

Dear NYSFOLA Members and 
Friends, 
 
It has been a busy and productive sum-
mer and fall, and we are delighted to 
welcome Dave Carr as  our full-time 
NYSFOLA Executive Director. Our 
search committee cast a wide net, and 
after months of reviewing applications 
and interviewing candidates, we found 
our answer right here in New York. 
Dave brings to NYSFOLA, knowledge 
of watershed protection, organizational 
skills, and experience collaborating 
with community stakeholders, re-
searchers, scientists, engineers, and 
government personnel. His leadership 
skills and understanding of NYS-
FOLA’s new direction will help us 
steer the course for the coming years.  
 
As Dave takes on his new role, Nancy 
Mueller will move into her position as 
the NYSFOLA full-time Citizens 
Statewide Lake Assessment Program 
Coordinator. This will provide the 
much-needed time to fulfil the mission 
of CSLAP as it expands under our 
most recent contract with NYS Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation. 
Nancy will continue to work for our 
current members and a growing num-
ber of new member lakes around the 
state.  These personnel changes took 
place officially in October and  Dave 
and Nancy are working closely with 
the board for a smooth and effective 
transition. 
 
We also welcome three new board 
members. At the May 2023 General 
Membership Meeting in Lake George, 
both Betsy Landre and Bernie Thoma 
agreed to serve, and were voted onto 
the NYSFOLA board. Each brings val-
uable knowledge, skills and expertise 
that will enhance NYSFOLA’s current 
and future work. The third new board 
member, Greg Boyer will be filling a 
vacant seat created by the recent resig-
nation of Kristen Wilde. Kristen had 
been an active board member for 
years, providing support for the NYS-

FOLA annual con-
ferences in Lake 
George. We hope 
to continue to see 
her there in the 
coming years and 
thank her for her 
prior work, while 
we welcome Greg. 
Each of our new 
board members is profiled in this edi-
tion of Waterworks, and we are 
pleased to welcome each one. 
Along with the new staff and board 
members we extend a welcome to all 
our new individual, corporate and lake 
association NYSFOLA members. Our 
member list continues to grow, and we 
look forward to expanding our out-
reach in 2024.  
 
Looking forward, as most of you 
know, NYSFOLA recently signed a 
new, five-year contract with NYS DEC 
for the Citizen’s Statewide Lake As-
sessment Program. This new contract 
will change the budgetary structure of 
the program over time. We will contin-
ue to look for ways to improve the pro-
gram, however the sampling parame-
ters for CSLAP, the creation of valua-
ble annual reports, and online data en-
try will continue largely unchanged. 
What will change are the options for 
sampling frequencies and associated 
costs. Starting in 2025 DEC will only 
subsidize the cost of four rounds of 
sampling.  NYSFOLA will be working 
with our partners at Upstate Freshwa-
ter Institute to provide an option for 
lake associations that want to continue 
with 8 rounds.  As detailed in the Oc-
tober 2022 issue of Waterworks,  these 
changes were created as a result of the 
NYS DEC Consolidated Assessment 
and Listings Methodology that can be 
viewed on the NYS DEC website.  
 
While we work within these new pa-
rameters, both the NYS DEC and 
NYSFOLA are committed to expand-
ing participation to include lakes with 
engaged community members or other 

http://www.nalms.org/


 

 

 

 

NYSFOLA Annual Conference 

“It Takes a Community to Protect a Watershed” 

Friday May 3 - Saturday May 4, 2024 

For William Henry Hotel and Conference Center 

Lake George, NY 
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Reminder! 

We have a new Facebook page 

https://m.facebook.com/

p/NYS-Federation-of-

Lake-Associations-Inc-

100083596124766/ 

If you’re still following the old 

New York State Federation of 

Lake Associations page, please 

switch to the NYS Federation of 

Lake Associations Inc. page. 

entities interested in water protection. This may include 
municipalities in potential environmental justice areas. This 
initiative is a shared goal to provide outreach and infor-
mation to even more lake communities in New York.  
 
Protecting New York’s freshwater lakes will take a com-
prehensive effort and a vision for the short and long term. 
NYSFOLA is working to increase our partnerships and 
expand programming opportunities to all our members 
based on your suggestions and our ongoing commitment to 
support water quality programs across the state. To meet 
current and future demands, the NYSFOLA Board, in Sep-
tember,  decided to implement a modest, but necessary, 
increase in our membership dues. This is the first re-
alignment of the dues structure in many years and necessi-
tated by increased expenses over time, along with expan-
sion of the NYSFOLA staff. These changes are reflected in 
the membership form in this issue, and a prior email to our 
members. As we move forward with these changes, we will 
keep you informed and updated, but please contact us with 
your questions, suggestions, comments and/or concerns.  
 
For CSLAP questions, please continue to reach out to Nan-
cy Mueller (fola@nysfola.org), and for NYSFOLA ques-
tions, please contact either Dave Carr (dcarr@nysfola.org) 
or me (tarkiheath@gmail).  
 
It feels good to close out the summer work and events, as 
we look to a winter of planning, expanding, and adapting to 
this ever-changing and challenging work for watershed 
protection.  
 
Sincerely, 
Tarki L Heath 

NYS Strengthens Municipal Powers to      

Combat Invasive Species 

Governor Kathy Hochul has signed into law bipartisan leg-

islation sponsored by Senator Dan Stec (R-Queensbury) 

and Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner (D-Round Lake) that 

strengthens the 

ability of town 

boards statewide 

to combat inva-

sive species. 

 

The new 

law allows town 

boards to create 

"aquatic growth 

control districts" 

for both invasive aquatic invertebrate species, such 

as Asian clams, Zebra mussels (picture) and Spiny water-

flea, and invasive aquatic plant species, such as Eurasian 

watermilfoil (next story). The law formerly empowered 

towns to deal only with plant species. 

A copy of the amended law can be viewed at:  https://

trackbill.com/bill/new-york-assembly-bill-5801-relates-to-

aquatic-growth-control-districts/2406328/?

mc_cid=feb63636d4&mc_eid=6f1d88ddaf. 

Photo:  US Geological Survey 
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Dr. Gregory Boyer is a Profes-

sor Emeritus at the SUNY Col-

lege of Environmental Science 

and Forestry Department of 

Chemistry.  He is also the cur-

rent acting director for the Great 

Lakes Research Consortium. His 

research interests are in biologi-

cally active natural products pro-

duced by various species of al-

gae.  Dr. Boyer has been an author on more than 100 peer 

reviewed journal articles and  has also been involved with 

industry-based partnerships to develop near-real-time water 

quality monitoring systems.  For many years, Greg and his 

students analyzed harmful algal bloom samples as part of 

the Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program. 

 

Betsy Landre is a Senior  Planner  

with the Ontario County Planning 

Department where she provides 

technical assistance and manages 

various water resources related pro-

jects.  These include:  The Honeoye 

Lake Aeration Engineering Plan-

ning Project, Seneca-Keuka Nine 

Element (9E) Watershed Plan, Fin-

ger Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed 

Protection Alliance, and the Ontario County Water Re-

sources Council.  Betsy has previously worked as a Senior 

Field Representative for the Finger Lakes Land Trust and 

served as the Coordinator of the Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario 

Watershed Protection Alliance. 

Bernie Thoma is the retired 

President and Senior Consultant 

for Thoma Development consult-

ants.  His consulting firm served 

municipalities and private cus-

tomers throughout the state and 

specialized in planning, economic 

market analyses, grant prepara-

tion, and program implementa-

tion in areas of housing, econom-

ic development, infrastructure, downtown revitalization, 

and community facilities.  Bernie and his wife Paula are 

active members of the Loon Lake Association in Steuben 

County and serve as Citizen Statewide Lake Assessment 

Program volunteers. 

Meet Our New Board Members 

    Thank You Kristen Wilde 

The NYSFOLA Board of Directors would also like to express our gratitude to Kristen 

Wilde who has stepped down from the Board to spend more time with her family and de-

velop her new role as Environmental Education Administrator for Up Yonda Farm  Envi-

ronmental Education Center in Bolton Landing.  Kristen joined the NYSFOLA Board 

during her tenure as Director of Education with the Lake George Association, and her 

service on the Conference Committee was invaluable as we transitioned the annual con-

ference to Lake George.  Kristen also served as a coordinator and volunteer for the Citi-

zens Statewide Lake Assessment Program on Lake George. 
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Lake Associations and Land Trusts: 
Working Together to Protect Watersheds 

NYSFOLA members know that healthy watersheds are 
vital to the health of our lakes, but there are also benefits to 
ecosystems and people.  According to the US EPA, “The 
beneficial roles of watersheds in healthy condition can be 
surprisingly far-reaching and include ecosystem services, 
economic benefits and physical and mental health bene-
fits.” (https://www.epa.gov/hwp/benefits-healthy-
watersheds)   
 
Land trusts and lake associa-
tions can work together to pro-
tect natural landscapes from 
development pressure and re-
store altered landscapes to their 
natural condition.  Working 
closely with landowners, land 
trusts can purchase deeded con-
servation easements to limit 
development, provide for public 
recreation access, create stream 
buffers, and establish new ex-
pectations for the future of criti-
cal parcels. Land trusts may 
also purchase property outright. 
This is often done with the in-
tent of partnering with state 
agencies for future ownership 
and management but may also 
be done on projects to protect 
habit or restore the hydrology of 
streams and wetlands. 
 
Funding for projects often 
comes from a combination of 
public and private funds.  In 
recent years, New York State 
has provided significant funding 
for land acquisition to protect drinking water sources 
through the State Water Quality Improvement Project 
(WQIP) program.  This program is a competitive, reim-
bursement grant program that was created to improve water 
quality and aquatic habitat, promote flood risk reduction, 
enhance climate resiliency, and protect drinking water 
sources.  DEC has announced more than $65 million for 
roughly 60 land acquisition projects to date. 
 
In September, the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation and the Central New York Land Trust  
(CNYLT) announced the acquisition of 144 acres of land 
near Skaneateles Lake, a critical drinking water source for 
190,000 Central New Yorkers.  CNYLT Executive Director 

Simon Solomon said, “Protecting the water quality of 
Skaneateles Lake has been a priority for many over the last 
decade.  While we cannot go back in time, we can create 
stable lakeside parcels that work to reduce harmful algal 
blooms and prevent nutrients from entering the water 
source.” 
 
Over a year ago, the Finger Lakes Land Trust purchased 
the 480-acre Bell Station Property featuring 3,400 feet of 

undeveloped  Cayuga Lake 
shoreline, from New York State 
Electric and Gas (NYSEG).  
The property, located in the 
Town of Lansing, Tomkins 
County, was the largest private-
ly owned parcel of shoreline 
remaining in the Finger Lakes 
Region.  The land ownership 
will eventually transfer from the 
Finger Lakes Land Trust to the 
State of New York. 
 
The Finger Lakes are not the 
only waterbodies being protect-
ed through land trusts.  The In-
dian River Lakes Conservancy 
in Redwood, NY recently cele-
brated 25 years of protecting 
land on the 18 lakes in the re-
gion.  They recently conserved 
116 acres with over 2000 feet of 
shoreline on Red Lake, and 
their beautiful Redwood Pre-
serve, overlooking Butterfield 
Lake, was created through the 
generosity of Elliott and Marjo-
rie Hillback who donated the 51 

acres to provide a place for environmental education and 
public recreation program. 
 
On the western side of the state, the Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy recently opened their 77 acre Cassadaga 
Lakes Nature Park which conserves 26 acres of wetlands 
and 1100 feet of natural shoreline as well as mature stands 
of hemlock and white pine trees.   
 
Land trusts are active across the state, and we have provid-
ed contact information for many of them on the following 
page.  Partner with your local land trust and help them pri-
oritize efforts to protect your lake’s watershed. 

Photo by Bill Hecht 
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Find a New York Land Trust 
 
 
The Land Trust Alliance (landtrustalliance.org/
resources/connect/field-services/new-york) provides ser-
vices to over 90 land trust members working in New 
York.  A partial listing includes: 
 
Adirondack Land Trust - adirondacklandtrust.org 
Cazenovia Preservation Foundation - cazpreserva-
tion.org 
Central New York Land Trust - cnylandtrust.org 
Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy - chautauquawa-
tershed.org 
Chenango Land Trust - chenangolandtrust.org 
Delaware Highlands Conservancy - delawarehigh-
lands.org 
Dutchess Land Conservancy - dutchessland.org 
Finger Lakes Land Trust - fllt.org 
Genesee Land Trust - geneseelandtrust.org 
Greene Land Trust - greenelandtrust.org 
Hudson Highlands Land Trust - hhlt.org 
Indian River Lakes Conservancy - indianriverlakes.org 
Lake Champlain Land Trust - lclt.org 
Lake George Land Conservancy - lglc.org 
Mianus River Gorge Inc. - mianus.org 
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy - mohawkhud-
son.org 
New York Agricultural Land Trust - nyalt.org 
Northeastern Cave Conservancy - necaveconservan-
cy.org 
OBI Land Trust - obilandtrust.org 
Open Space Institute - openspaceinstitute.org 
Otsego Land Trust - otsegolandtrust.org 
Peconic Land Trust - peconiclandtrust.org 
Rensselaer Land Trust - renstrust.org 
Saratoga PLAN - saratogaplan.org 
Schoharie Land Trust - schoharielandtrust.org 
Southern Madison Heritage Trust - smht.org 
Southern Tier Land Conservancy - sites.google.com/
southerntlc.org/southerntlc/home 
Thousand Islands Land Trust - tilandtrust.org 
Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust - tughilltomorrowland-
trust.org 
Wallkill Valley Land Trust - wallkillvalleylt.org 
Westchester Land Trust - westchesterlandtrust.org 
Woodstock Land Conservancy - woodstocklandcon-
servancy.org 
 
 
And on the national level, The Nature Conservancy is 
among the best known land trust organizations. There are 
seven offices throughout New York in Albany, Cold 
Spring Harbor, East Hampton, Keene Valley, Pulaski, 
Rochester, and Shelter Island (nature.org/en-us/where-we
-work/united-states/new-york/contact-us/). 

Planting Trees to Protect 

Owasco Lake 

The Finger Lakes Land Trust (FLLT) recently built on a 

conservation success from earlier this year by planting 

nearly 400 trees and shrubs on private property protected 

with a conservation easement in the town of Scipio, Cayu-

ga County.  FLLT staff and volunteers helped with the 

planning along 5,000 feet of a tributary that flows into 

Owasco Lake.   

The FLLT protected this 160-acre property in January 

2023 with an easement that limits development and re-

quires the maintenance of vegetated stream buffers.  Es-

tablishing native trees at this site will enhance wildlife 

habitat, promote plant diversity, and create an important 

stream buffer to reduce nutrient runoff to the lake.  Owas-

co Lake provides drinking water to over 40,000 people in 

Cayuga County, including the city of Auburn. 

Mostly a mix of agricultural fields, the property has ex-

pansive view of the lake and surrounding area, including 

the FLLT’s Owasco Bluffs Nature Preserve on the oppo-

site shore.   

Funds for the project came from a grant from New York’s 

Environmental Protection Fund and the NYS Conserva-

tion Partnership Program, as administered by the Land 

Trust Alliance. 

Conservation easements are voluntary legal agreements 

that permanently limit future land use in order to protect 

the land’s conservation value.  Lands subject to conserva-

tion easements remain in private ownership, on local tax 

rolls, and available for traditional uses such as farming 

and hunting. 

By working cooperatively with land owners and local 

communities, the Finger Lakes Land Trust has protected 

over 30,000 acres of the region’s undeveloped lakeshore, 

rugged gorges, rolling forest, and scenic farmland.  The 

FLLT owns and manages a network of over 45 nature pre-

serves that are open to the public and holds perpetual con-

servation easements on 184 properties that remain in pri-

vate ownership. 

The FLLT focuses on protecting critical habitat for fish 

and wildlife, conserving lands that are important for water 

quality, connecting existing conservation lands, and keep-

ing prime farmland in agriculture.   
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Regional Conferences Provide Educational Opportunities 

 It was a busy year for NYSFOLA.  We hosted conferences 

in the Upper and Lower Hudson regions as well as in cen-

tral and western NY.  We also provided sponsorship sup-

port for the annual Indian River Lakes Conservancy Water 

Quality Symposium and the Adirondack Lakes Alliance 

conference. 

These regional confer-

ences allow NYS-

FOLA members to 

learn more about lake 

related issues - some of 

which may be “hot top-

ics” in a particular re-

gion of the state. 

We want to  thank eve-

ryone who helped to 

organize and host the 

regional conferences 

with special thanks to:   

Indian River Lakes 

Conservancy Water 

Quality Symposium:  

Wylie Huffman and 

Heidi Sourwine and all 

of the volunteers and 

speakers who helped to 

make it a great success 

again this year.  Don’t 

miss the next symposi-

um on June 7, 2024. 

Lower Hudson Lakes 

Seminar:  Putnam 

County Soil and Water 

Conservation District, 

Putnam County De-

partment of Health, Cornell Cooperative Extension in Put-

nam County, the Sedgewick Club, Kent Lakes Association,  

NYSFOLA Board members Jan Andersen and Ina Cholst 

and all of the volunteers and speakers.  The 2024 seminar 

will be held on June 14th.   

NYSFOLA Central NY Regional Conference:  Tarki 

Heath, Nancy Mueller, Celeste Amaral, Colleen 

Zadwadzki, Don Fisher, Marie Ferro, our speakers, exhibi-

tors and the many volunteers from the Cortland-Onondaga 

Federation of Kettle Lakes Association. 

Adirondack Lakes Alliance - Scott Ireland, the Adiron-

dack Watershed Institute at Paul Smiths College, and the 

many speakers and exhibitors who make this such a great 

event every year.  Next 

year’s event will be held 

at Paul Smiths on Friday 

August 9th. 

Columbia-Greene 

Lakes Coalition - NYS-

FOLA Board members 

Laurel Wolfe and Terri 

Mayhew, the Associated 

Property Owners of 

Sleepy Hollow Lake, 

and all of our speakers 

and volunteers - espe-

cially our boat captains! 

Western NY and Fin-

ger Lakes Regional 

Conference - Don 

Cook, our speakers, the 

members of the Lamoka-

Waneta Lakes Associa-

tion, and special thanks 

to Kevin  Hillman at 

Fran’s Landing at 996 

Addison Road in Painted 

Post, NY for stepping in 

to cater at the last-

minute due to a venue 

change.  We hope you’ll 

visit this pub and grill if 

you’re ever in the area.  

Next year’s conference will be held on Saturday October 

26th in Naples, NY with our thanks to the Canandaigua 

Lake Association for volunteering to host us in 2024. 

And, last but never least, we thank all of the NYSFOLA 

members and others who have continued to attend these 

conferences and ensure their success. 
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Wake Boarding – What are the Issues? 

Near the end of the excellent NYSFOLA Western Regional 

conference, discussions continued with an open forum of 

thoughts and issues from anyone attending.  A concern was 

raised about the increase in the sport of wake boarding (or 

wake surfing), especially on the smaller lakes. Negative 

impacts of this activity witnessed by some present included 

significant damage to lake shore owners’ docks and shore-

lines and the capsizing or swamping of kayaks, canoes, and 

paddle boards. Questions were posed to the group about 

what could be done about this and if there are any legal 

actions that can be taken and how to enforce existing “no 

wake zones” on New York lakes. 

What is Wake Boarding? Today’s wake boats may 

weight up to 6,000 pounds, can have motors up to 600hp 

and often will load up to 4,000 pounds of ballast water re-

sulting in wakes that are many times more powerful than 

wakes created by a ski boat.  The boat runs relatively slow-

ly and plows through the water creating a wake approxi-

mately 2 – 5 feet high. The “standing wave” created behind 

the boat allows someone to ride a type of surfboard and 

follow the boat without a tow rope. Reportedly these waves 

can continue to spread outward for as much as 500 feet.  

Environmental Concerns - In addition to the negative 

impacts mentioned, there are also environmental concerns. 

When operated in relatively shallow waters, the angle of 

the boat hull puts the propeller nearer to the lake bottom 

which disturbs sediment and plant life. There is also evi-

dence that the waves hitting shorelines can cause severe 

erosion and the loss of habitat and waterfowl nesting areas. 

Further, if the ballast tanks are not emptied properly (some 

reports suggest this is difficult to do), they can harbor and 

spread invasive species including plant fragments and mol-

lusk larvae.   

It is likely that some of these issues can be mitigated in 

some situations. Most environmental issues can be avoided 

while wake boarding further than 500 feet from shore and 

at depths of greater than 20 feet. Damage to people’s docks 

and property will largely be minimized. However, these 

parameters are not always possible to adhere to in smaller 

lakes. Flushing and sterilizing ballast tanks, particularly if 

traveling between lakes, is possible but not an easy task. 

These boats also generally travel at slower speeds than 

many, reducing some safety hazards. But safe boating and 

consideration for others should always be practiced, partic-

ularly around smaller vessels such as kayaks and canoes. 

Finally, boating of any kind will often bring important 

funding and tourist dollars to communities and regions that 

embrace lakes, and wake boarding is no exception.  

Legal Considerations - In 2022, the State of New Hamp-

shire introduced legislation that would have established a 

minimum distance of 250 feet from the shore, docks, and 

other boats for wakesurfing activities on inland waters. The 

boating industry strongly opposed limits on the boats even 

though it has published studies showing the craft are more 

impactful than other types of boats.  The bill did not get 

through the New Hampshire legislature.  In October 2023, 

legislation was introduced into the Wisconsin legislature 

https://www.freepik.com/ 

https://www.freepik.com/ 
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that would prevent wake sports from operating within 200 

feet from shore. However, environmental and lake organi-

zations say the bill does not go far enough and have advo-

cated that the vessels be banned from all lakes under 1500 

acres in size.  Vermont has also proposed legislation:  

https://anr.vermont.gov/content/vermont-dec-releases-draft

-rule-wake-boat-regulation 

In New York, enforcement of “no wake zones” has been 

difficult, and there has been no action at the state level.  

Some municipalities are working to pass laws against wake 

boarding and at least one (the town of Madison) in New 

York has succeeded. https://www.lakemoraineny.org/

_files/

ugd/8d19c1_b8e849b97ab34b40960d23d3753d0f48.pdf. 

As evidenced by the World Wake Association this is a 

worldwide sport that is likely here to stay with big events 

and competitions held regularly.  Coming to agreements 

and compromises with all parties will not be easy, although 

hopefully possible in at least some areas.  Enjoying our 

lakes is a privilege that anyone should have a chance to 

experience, but we all have to work toward protecting our 

lakes so that enjoyment can continue into the future.   

Have you ever considered how scientists study lakes in the winter?  The North American Lake Management Society Stu-

dent Video Series has the answer.  Created by former SUNY Oneonta students Monica Matt and Samantha Carey, 

“Limnology in Winter” explains what happens to lake ecosystems that occur when the seasons change.  We encourage 

you to watch the video at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe6Vh_aGW4c. 

Limnology in Winter:  A Student Video 
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Who owns your Lake? 

 
From “Diet for a Small Lake” (pp 246-247) with our thanks to former  

NYSFOLA Board Member David Wright, Esq. 

The question of “Who owns your Lake” is very  complex and involves a host 

of old patents and acts.  Much of this is encapsulated in New York Public 

Lands Law (Article 75, 9 NYCRR, Part 270).  The New York State Office of 

General Services in Albany maintains a list of the lakes in New York and can 

indicate whether or not the state owns a specific lake.  They also maintain 

deeds and maps going back to the 1600s and will supply copies upon request.  

As a rule of thumb, lakes smaller than 12 acres are not necessarily owned by the state, but one needs to check with OGS 

to be sure.  Title of the bed of numerous bodies of water is held in trust for the people of the State of New York under the 

jurisdiction of the Office of General Services. Structures 

and utilities, including fill, located in, on, or above state-

owned lands now or formerly underwater are regulated 

under the Public Lands Law. Permission may be re-

quired to build on these lands, including docks, boat-

houses or marinas, or to install utilities over or through. 

“Private ownership” of lakes applies only to the ground 

beneath some of the water.  The people of New York 

State own all surface and ground water in the state and 

also the ground under the water of many navigable bod-

ies of water. A deed of land adjacent to a private lake 

generally conveys title to the center of the lake.  There 

are several methods of establishing the cen-

ter of the lake. 

This ownership may be illusory if no efforts 

have been made to exclude the public 

through the years.  If the public has had ac-

cess to the lake over private property for at 

least 10 years with the knowledge of the 

lakefront owners, a prescriptive easement 

may be acquired.  This is often referred to as 

squatters’ rights.  The courts have held that 

it was irrelevant that the use was seasonal in 

nature and not year-round.  For example, 

seasonal public use of Lake Nancy in Sara-

toga County was sufficient to give non-

residents and the public a prescriptive ease-

ment for access to the lake.  Historically, 

people who own property one row away 

from the lakeshore may be able to access the 

water via prescriptive access or  deeded 

right of way.  

Round lake (pie) method of meas-

uring to the center of a lake.  Prop-

erty boundaries are established by 

the “pie method,” where a point is 

located at the center of the lake, 

and property boundaries are ex-

tended to this center point, similar 

to slices of a pie.  This method is 

also used at the ends of long lakes.   

(Art credit:  Chris Cooley for NYSFOLA) 

Perpendicular method of measuring 

to the center of a lake.  On a lake 

with headlands and penetrating 

coves, a baseline is drawn between 

the headlands of the cove, and 

property boundaries are extended 

perpendicular to the shore to inter-

sect this baseline.  A headland is 

defined as a height of land that juts 

into a body of water.  

 (Art credit:  Chris Cooley for NYSFOLA.) 

Long lake method of measuring to 

the center of a lake.  On a long, 

narrow lake, a baseline is estab-

lished along the midpoints between 

the shores, and property boundaries 

are extended to intersect this mid-

point baseline at right angles.  The 

round or pie mthod is used at the 

ends of the lake.   

(Art credit:  Chris Cooley for NYSFOLA ) 

 

Need more information about your 

lake?   

Contact the New York State Of-

fice of General Services in Alba-

ny.  https://ogs.ny.gov/real-estate/

lands-now-or-formerly-

underwater.   

Phone:  (518) 474-2195 or 

email: LandUnderWater@ogs.ny.



CSLAPpenings   

The 2023 season has come to a close, and we’re already 

gearing up for 2024.  As such, it’s time for NYSFOLA  to 

thank everyone involved with the 2023 Citizens Statewide 

Lake Assessment Program.   

First and foremost we thank Brian Duffy and Alene Onion 

at the New York State De-

partment of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC) for 

their commitment to the pro-

gram and for working with 

NYSFOLA to get the next 5 

year contract “across the 

finish line”.  We also thank 

Giancarlo Coppola at DEC 

for conducting site visits and 

keeping the CSLAP Dash-

board as glitch-free as possible.  

The staff at Upstate Freshwater Institute, as always, de-

serves a standing ovation.  UFI is more than just the 

CSLAP lab.  They are our partners, and their staff work 

with our volunteers to handle questions, coordinate the 

shipping of samples and coolers (and help us track the 

things that go astray), and make the day-to-day operations 

of the program go as smoothly as possible. 

We also want to take the time to recognize each and every 

CSLAP volunteers who collected samples during the 2023 

season. 

Anawanda Lake - Karl Stahl 

Afton Lake - Peter Fitzgerald, Gail Lissandrello 

Arnold Lake - Kathy Hall, Kathie Bard, Harriet Kraybill, 

Nancy and Patrick O’Hara 

Augur Lake - Paul and Kay Knott 

Babcock Lake - James Alund, Jr., Cass Klingman 

Ballston Lake - Lawrence Hausheer, Bob Wilson, Peter 

Herman 

Barger Pond - Danielle Webb, Shachar Langlev, Bettina 

Johae, Mitchell Stevens, Natasha Prenn 

Barrett Pond - Joan Sapinsley, Richard Lewis 

Beaver Lake - Charles Heesh, Karen Madsen, Larry and 

Susan Paul 

Beaver Dam Lake - Fred Widman, Jason Younes, Molly 

Olson, Kevin Boyle 

Bedford Lake - Peter Chieco 

Big Bowman Pond - Joanne 

Ingham, Jack Betterly, John 

Losee, Tom Simons 

Big Fresh Pond - Fred 

VanderWerven, John Si-

moni 

Black Lake - Scott Roof, 

Lake Bonaparte - Sam 

Verbeck, Michelle Watkins 

Bradley Brook Reservoir - James Kallmerten 

Brant Lake - Wayne Butler 

Brantingham Lake - Chris Murphy 

Buckingham Pond - Felton McLaughlin, Grace Bennett, 

Charles Rynhart, Laura Leguia, Gabi Sarhos 

Burden Third Lake - Craig Cioffi, Dennis Ryan, Steve 

Scarlata, Chelsea Zantay 

Butterfield Lake - Walter Dutcher, Joe Pasquini, Scott 

Connelly 

Canada Lake - John Byrnes 

Canadarago Lake - Susan Rosengrant, Jennifer and Bill 

Boyle, Pam Lea, Doug and Rita Hitchcock, Barb Crandall, 

Chris and Chuck Kuhn, Ryan Fagan 

Canadice Lake - John Maier, Rob Holland, Katey Ringo 

Canandaigua Lake - Steve Zumbo, Marty Lasher, Deirdre 

Crofton 

Lake Carmel - Robert Ulich, Paul Droubie 

Lake Casse - Kim Kugler, Teresa DePace, Joe Zakon, 

Scott Sterbens 

Cayuga Lake - Tom Casella, Bill Ebert, Sarah and Peter 
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Gould, Bill Foster, Sharon Howrey, Amina Micale, Shelley 

Blackler, Jim and John Murphy 

Cazenovia Lake - Margot Giblin and Bob Crichton 

Chase Lake - Brian Phillips, Peter Ostrum, Mark Coming 

Chautauqua Lake - Doug and Jane Conroe, Jeff Moore 

Chenango Lake - Dave Forster, Col Fraser, Brian Brennan 

China Pond - Nina Charnoff, Tod Bania 

Lake Como - Patrick Mooney 

Conesus Lake - Karl and Ellen Hanafin, 

Mary Underhill, John Penna 

Cossayuna Lake - Lynn B. Clauer, Wil-

liam Zeppetelli, Wendy Hord, Lynn Wil-

bur, Nancy Hieber, Lynn Edgerly 

Crane Lake - Patty Matson 

Crooked Lake - Seth Aldrich 

Cuba Lake - Scott Barrey, Dana Harvey 

Deer Lake - Dan Zembek 

Deer River Flow - Rich Grayson 

Lake Demmon - John and Shelly Clancy 

DeRuyter Lake - Kathy Sherlock 

Duane Lake - Ken Pearsall, Sonya 

Mulvihill 

Duck Lake - Paul and Carolyn Gorski 

Dyken Pond - Kevin Price, Kolleen DeMarco, Lisa Triano, 

Natalie Dickins, Cathy Tracy 

Eagle Lake - Rolf and Dianne Tiedemann, Keith Park 

Eagle Pond - Gerry Gould 

Eatonbrook Reservoir - Jim Crawford 

Echo Lake - Tim and Roz Conner, Brian O’Connor 

Findley Lake - Christine and Mark Craffey, Ben Fergus 

Forest Lake (Rensselaer  County) - David Bruso, Cindy 

Jeanfreau 

Forest Lake (Warren County) - Rose O’Boyle 

Fourth Lake (Warren County) - Moon Teitel, Carolyn 

Ahearn, Abby Gruen, Ben Pollett 

Fresh Pond - James Eklund 

Fulton Chain Second Lake - Steven Mulvihill, Ray Let-

terman, Doug and Maddy Letterman,, Tom Vawter 

Galway Lake - Hebert Gaige Jr. 

Geneganslet Lake - Maggie and Peter Kirkaldy, Linda 

Best, Ginger Potter 

Lake George - Jill and Tom Cunningham 

Glen Lake - Paul Derby, Dave Hodgson 

Gorton Lake - Barbara Korosec, Kate Peerman, John 

Krumdieck, Frank Palen 

Grass Lake - Gerard Cole, Jim Ninos 

Guilford Lake - Tom and Donna Shedd 

Lake Guymard - Robb and Peter Ad-

ams 

Hadlock Lake - Ernest Small, William 

Bailey, Doug Belokopitski 

Hatch Lake - Ken and Jan Walterick 

Hemlock Lake - John Maier, Rob Hol-

land, Katey Ringo 

Honeoye Lake - Terry and Dorothy 

Gronwall 

Hunt Lake - Bob Cady 

Lake Huntington - John Reggero 

Hyde Lake - Andy Brunet, Dale Call 

Indian Lake - Laurie Levy, Steve Altarescu 

Indian Falls Lake - Skip Taylor, Paul DesJardin, Julie 

Murphy, Deb Waziak, Paul Pustulka 

Jamesville Reservoir - Mark Teece 

Java Lake - Keith Davis 

Jenny Lake - Ed Linville, Skip Merriam, Robin Stocks, 

Mary Murnane, Pierce and Louise Schmidt, Erik Brogger, 

Jeanne Shoulder 

Kasoag Lake - Mary Augustus, Tim Hartmann, Robert 

Thompson,  

Keuka Lake - Maria Hudson 

Kirk Lake - Alan Belsky 

Lake Kitchawan - Carol Sherwood, Susan Allport, Abel 

Mendes 
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Lamoka Lake - Bill Hassoldt, Al and Patty Ferrara, Chuck 

Rybak, J. Terry Fisk, Ron Tucker, Brian Hayes 

Lebanon Reservoir - Bob Washbon, Ted Neveldine 

Lime Lake - Mike and Sally Nickolson, Joe Tymorek 

Lincoln Pond - Wayne Johnson, Gerry 

Zahavi 

Lake Lincolndale - Michael O’Keefe 

Little Fresh Pond - Ann Barzola, Jo Vio-

la, Fred VanderWerven 

Little Long Pond - Dai Dayton, Jean 

McDermott 

Little Wee Wah Lake - Christine Pever-

ly, Jay Reichgott 

Loch Ada - Aaron Wheeler, Annie Hsu, 

Mark Picard, Carolyn Kresky 

Loon Lake - Bernie and Paula Thoma, 

Jack and Susan Pryor 

Long Lake (Columbia County) - Nate 

Davis 

Long Pond (Suffolk County) - Dai Day-

ton, Jean McDermott 

Lorton Lake - Jim Burba, Jan Ivkovich 

Lower Rhoda Pond - Tad Higgins, Jamie Purinton 

Lake Lucille - Daniel Petrow, Julie Williams, Howard and 

Dena Sperling 

Lake Luzerne - Jim Niles, Mike Schaffer, Jane Oppen-

lander, Kevin McGuinn, Kurt TeKolste, Preston Franco 

Lake MacGregor - Charles and Nancy Dimaggio 

Mariaville Lake - Lewis Needham, Bob Hurry, Chris 

Hayen 

Melody Lake - Sara Warner, Kelly Cerroni, Bob Rosati, 

Bob Eastman 

Millsite Lake - Jan and Mike Douglass, 

Mirror Lake - Marcy Fagan 

Mohegan Lake - Randall Duggan, Joe Pacchiana 

Montgomery Lake - Brenda Derfner 

Moon  Lake - Lynn Beckley, Charles Frank, Michael 

Cruppi,  

Lake Moraine - Terry Spooner, Ann Palmiter, Tim Peach, 

Alan Tuttle, Eileen Fehlner, Janet Walsh 

Mountain Lake - Sharon Silverman 

Oquaga Lake - Leo and Dave Race, Mark Millspaugh 

Orange Lake - Don, Karen, Bo and Kayla 

DuBois 

Lake Oscaleta - Lou Feeney, Jan Ander-

sen 

Otisco Lake - Jim Kelly, Rich Thomas, 

Michael Walsh 

Otsego Lake - Doug and Rhonda Willies 

Otter Lake - Bob Vanderwater 

Owasco Lake - Megan and Chris Vitale 

Palmer Lake - John and Ellen Mueller, 

Kathy Kahng, Nicky Roe 

Panther Lake - Kate, Matt, and Grant 

Clift 

Peach Lake - Lorraine Janus, Mary 

Cooper 

Peck Lake - Tom Bielli 

Lake Peekskill - Michael and Christine Hritz, Travis 

Thrash, Elizabeth Meyer 

Petonia Lake - Valerie, Jim, and Aubrey Kozak, Ryan 

Fisher, Vicky Bloch 

Lake Placid - Mark Wilson, Mary Thill 

Pleasant Lake (Fulton County) - Christopher Wester, 

James Snyder 

Pleasant Lake (Oswego County) - James and Mary Het-

tler 

Pleasure Lake - Mike Meier, Robert Scott, Bob McPhil-

lips 

Plymouth Reservoir - Paul Simack, John Carroll, Gregg 

Farley, Elizabeth Johnson, John Carroll 

Queechy Lake - Craig Warn, Craig Skerkis, Bridget 

Vasquez 

Lake Rippowam - Jan Andersen, Lou Feeney 

Roaring Brook Lake - Sam Lee 

Robinson Pond - Gary Menchen 
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    Round Lake (Saratoga County) - Vince Fantozzi, Diana 

and Daniel Prout, Heidi Firstencel 

Round Pond (Rensselaer  County) - Melanie Coupland 

Rushford Lake - Daryl Stevenson, Patrick Burkhart, Har-

mon Smith, Patrick Tyndall, Wendy Bastian 

Sacandaga Lake - James Olsen, Peter 

Tobiessen, Mark Donnecker, Scott 

Macmillin 

Lake Sagamore - Judy Campbell 

Lake Salubria - Marianne and Patrick 

Galvin 

Saratoga Lake - Karl Hardcastle, Neal 

Kramer, Bill LaMay 

Schroon Lake - Chuck Harste, Bob 

Colegrove, Tad Matley, Glen Repko, 

Neil Chippendale, Everett McNeill, 

Christopher DeGiovine 

Seneca Lake - Dan and Laurie Corbett, 

Susan and Larry Martin, Bill Roege, 

Addison and Diane Mason, Ted Carlton 

Sepasco Lake - Carl Parris 

Silver Lake (St. Lawrence County) - Dan Heneka, Ber-

nard Van Brocklin 

Silver Lake (Wyoming County) - Frank Bright 

Skaneateles Lake - William Dean, Eli Kligerman, William 

Roberts, Rich Hole 

Sleepy Hollow Lake - Julia DiGiovanni, Laurel Wolfe 

Sodus Bay - Gerry and Beth Palmer, Mike Healy 

Somerset Lake - Wil Kamp, Cheryl Stockton 

Song Lake - Terry Orr and Donna Evans-Orr, Tarki Heath, 

Gloria Wright, Carl Grillo, Tony George 

Spring Lake - Liz Mastriani 

Stissing Lake - Kim DeNardis, Rachel Minkoff, Sarah 

Miller 

Summit Lake - Dan Kamarony, Jim Horton, Tim Bearor, 

Dave Clatworthy 

Lake Sunnyside - Kirk and Donna Barton 

Taconic Pond - David and LinneaNowak 

Tanglewood Lake - Derek and Mary Woollatt, Thomas 

Shipley 

Lake Tibet - Vivian Gufarotti 

Timber Lake - John Bergherr, Mike Brown, Russell Gor-

don 

Tomkins Lake - Alan Levin, Maria MacAr-

thur 

Tonetta Lake - Matt Frohman, John Tondra 

Truesdale Lake - Susan and Dieter Lu-

elsdorf 

Tully Lake - Carl Kirshbaum, Melinda 

Portmess, Chris Kruth, Jeffrey Schardt, Sam 

Columbo 

Tuscarora Lake - Keith and Judy Clark 

Tuxedo Lake - Chris and Rachel Peverly, 

Jill Swirbul 

Ulster Heights Lake - David Smith 

Unnamed Walkill Pond - Angela Sisson, 

Lee Rosenthal 

Upper Little York Lake - Don Fisher, Gary Lawrence, 

Ted Larison, Andy Young 

Upper Rhoda Pond - Jean Halloran, Anne Capeci, Heather 

Parsons, Johanna Vriens  

Lake Waccabuc - Lou Feeney, Jan Andersen 

Waneta Lake - Terry Fisk, Tom Webb, Ed Sharpe, Barb 

Russell, Ward Votava, Jay White, Ron Tucker 

Lake Warn - James and Elaine Hill 

Wee Wah Lake - George Roberson, Odeta Beggel 

Weiden Lake - Tim Wood 

West Caroga Lake - Jed Potocar, Brian Drain, Don Hop-

per 

White Lake - Andrew Klebanow, Mary-Ellen Seitelman, 

Kim Sparber, Bruce Levy, Glenn Davis 

Wolf Lake - Kenneth Babcock, Arlene Anderson 

Lake of the Woods - Fran Wood, Kevin McCarthy, John 

Weymann 

Yankee Lake - Cathy Dawkins, Kathy Volpek  

York Lake - Laura Pietropaulo, Mary Petty 



2024 Membership Form 

New York State Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. 

 
Lake, Watershed and other Associations: 

 

 Small Association (10-74 members)     $   75.00 

 Medium Association (75-149 members)     $ 125.00 

 Large Association (150 or more members)                $ 250.00 

 Foundation (affiliated with NYSFOLA member)    $ 150.00 

Individual Memberships: 

 Individual Membership (not a member of a NYSFOLA lake association) $   40.00 

 Individual Member of a NYSFOLA member lake association in good standing $   30.00 

 Student Membership       $   15.00 

 

Corporate Membership:        $ 350.00 

 

Name of Lake Association or Individual_____________________________________ 

Location (County)________________________________________________________ 

(important if your lake is one of many in the state with the same name) 

 

Contact Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone_______________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail__________________________________________________________________ 

Web site ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Remitted ____________ Check #________________   Date______________ 

 

Any Additional Donation?_________________________________________________ 

The New York State Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation registered with the NYS Office of 
the Attorney General Charities Bureau 28 Liberty Street 15th Floor New York, NY 10005 phone: (212)416-8401. A copy of our lat-
est annual financial report is available from the Charities Bureau or by contacting NYSFOLA at P.O. Box 84 LaFayette, NY 13084. 
It can also be found online at www.charitiesnys.com. (Enter NYS Federation of Lake Associations in the search space.  

 

Send Payment to: 

New York State Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. (NYSFOLA) 

P.O. Box 84 

LaFayette, NY  13084   or join/renew online at www.nysfola.org 
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