Geology.com

Preserving Lake

George’s “Shipwreck
Row’-The Sad Story |~
Warship

Joseph W. Zarzynski, RPA, FRGS
(Register of Professional Archaeologists;
Fellow, Royal Geographical Society)

F&I

The French & Indian War Society at Lake George




vl

WORLD HISTORY

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR IN NORTH AMERICA, 1754 - 1763

Tadoussac
o

ENCYCLOPEDIA
RUPPERT'S LAND
(GRANTED TO THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY IN 1670)
Plains of Aé]laham
grt St. Marie
Chippewa Algonguin .
(o] Montréal
Fort Michilimackinac Sep. 1760 Q
NEW FRANCE Am]m ElFort St. Jean
Winnebago FortLaalette "“‘”Hé‘ﬁ [ Fort Ile aux Noix
Fort Lévisgagy Fart St. Fédéric [/ Mowmoan
Fort La Bayne @ Fort Oswe! (Fort Crown Point) (]

Fort Frontenac
Aug.ﬂ&&ﬁg
PRiDeAX - JorNson
1159

Mnmcm«

July 175835 Furt Darlllnn

Jily 175955 Y Fort Ticondsroga)

ort William Henry

Fort Halifax@

@ Portsmouth

Mohawk wsF
Fort Toronto @
e ort Uswe nﬂﬂntznn [ 17?51%“1“ Edvard NH
i ort Niagara  Aug. T756° O
Pottawatomi (Wkl(::l%nuf) B Mgﬂs ug. nf\lrt Stan %ﬁssusmm
= FortHerkim: fort Hunter g ot pummer
Seneca = Schenectady
Fort Detroit@ coN Altany MA wfﬁ-‘ﬁ'."'
PROVINCIA Presque’lsle @ Iraquois Plymouthg
DE LA LUISIANA @ Fort St. Joseph Fort Le Boeuf @ . Hartforde GT ®povidence
from 1762 Carlisle NewHaven Rl
Miami & . . Fort Fort Machault@ ®
Fort Miamis Mingo (Fort Venango) Fort Augusta® ® Stamford
- Funlluquesne Fortpite Ll s s PA" Fort Elizabeth @ @ New York
Hilinois Delaware Mn"u"gahela lum“w"emen Amboy e
July 1755 % eHarry's ferry eTrenton
Shawnee FartbLL ) ;nr: LI;tImn Phllaﬂelnhla o Camden
umoerian
LOUISIANA = Baltinorg Wilnington
154 754 Annapolis
S Fort Vincennes Alexandriae DE
Ste. Genevieve ® mport dg Chartres Stauntone VA
Chicksaw Gherokee
Richmonde
Williamsburge
Hamptone
Choktaw Norfolk ®

Wotre-SauneRs
1759

Micmac

ACADIA

Ahenaki
Maine Fnr}FGas’huariau))(
ort Monckton) [ i
bt Fort anshnurg[-&lwyﬂﬂ
(Fort Cumberland) /7 1755
Fort St. John © NOVA SCOTIA
MA e
Grand Pre Halifax
@Fart Pownall . — *
@ Fort Western S e
(0]
Fort Western

Monckron
1758 WoLFe-SAUNDERS
1758

AntiegsT
1758

British possessions (pop. 1.5 million)

Treaty of Utrecht (1713) France to Britain
French possessions (pop. 70,000)

Disputed territories

Treaty of Fontainebleau (1762) France to Spain
Notable native peoples

British campaign / Victory

French campaign / Victory

Gampaign commander and date

Notable city, British Fort, French Fort
name in brackets indicates a change of possession

Abenaki
= X
- &
WasHineToN

1754




Early 1750s
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John"Whitesel

Some Vessels at Lake George During French & Indian War



March 1757: French raid from Fort Carillon (aka Ticon-
deroga) led by Francois-Pierre de Rigaud de Vaudreuil

with 1,600 me! ‘
f.@q‘ﬁ; . A \ ;‘I J‘

v -|-:| 1:; ﬁ‘l' " _

Fort Ticonderoga



‘March 19, 1757—French attack
started; burned: all outer buildings,
300 bateaux, 4 sloops, but not
FWH,; the British later reported that
2 old sloops survived

John Whitesel/Pepe Productions



FWH had
346
fit troops

and 128
Invalid
soldiers




August 1757
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In March, 1757, Vaudrevil, with
1500 French and Indians, came up the
lake on the ice to atlack this fort.
Approaching at two o'clock in the

morniug, he hoped to surprise the gar- |

rison, Failing in this, he burned
every thing oulside the fort, including
a number of sloops and batteaux frozen
in the ice. A blackened wreck, sup-
posed to be one of these, still can be
seeny lying off the remams of the old
French dock, both uwnder water, It
appears to be about 40 feet long. Shell
and cannonballs have been taken away
at different times, and in 1520 two

small connonwere removed from the

wreck.

Chatham (NY) Courier (July 29, 1891)
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feat of water,

lake, s0 that
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Rome (NY) Daily Sentinel (February 17, 1892)

are now
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\ & | [AExANDER 3. HOWELL DEAD]

SN 5 yaid Out Central Park Under Andrew H.
' Green's Direction.

HOWELL —:Entered into r v
. est, Nov. 9, 1004,
Altgmmder J. Howell, aged 72 yveares.

uneral services at his late residence, 49

West 80th St., I'riday, Nov. 11, 2 . M.




27 million people visited in 6 months
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“Chiagb W’s Fair”

1893

Beat out NYC, Washington, DC,
and St. Louis

e
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|llu Has the Hight of er.l
The bill piromittiog W. 8. Tultle to
¢atse the old battenuz which remainon
the bottom of Lake George as relica of
the French and Indian wars, is still in
the senate. Alexander J. Howell, of
New York, secured the passage of a
sgomewhat similar billa few yearsago,
but the law became a pullity by limita-
tion on the firet of last January, thos

giving Mr, Tuttle the right of way.

—_————— A s s P

The Morning Star (Glens Falls, NY)
(March 15, 1894)
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]

ese bills were introduced in the

mbly today:

Mr. Davis—Authorizing Willlam 8.

Tuttle to remove sunken vessels from

Lake George at his own expense. Mr.
is treasure in the

warships sunk prior to 1776.
Buffalo (NY) Courier (February 4, 1903)

L,' E SOME ASSEMBLY BILLS,
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Diverg are at work raising the
hulks of some boats whicn were lost
in lLake George durlong the French
and Indian war. The ecraft were sunk |
near Caldwell, and a permit was given |
by the Legislature to W. 8. Tuttle to |
nave the work done.

The Saratogian (Saratoga Springs, NY)
September 27, 1902
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Raised July 2, 1903

“It was a salling craft
44 feet long, 14 feet
wide and seven feet
deep."—Brooklyn
Standard Union,
November 22, 1903
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Joseph A. Smith Collection
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Discovered Inside Sloop:
pewter spoons,
smoking pipes,
military buttons,

buckles,

a 1743 Spanish coin,

a peck load of musket

balls,

and about 50 cannon

balls and grape shot

20



What Was Left
Stem of 1757 Sloop

\ Mast Step & . .
Crutch _ When Raised In

July 17577
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ved to Fort William Henry
Hotel Park; Then Cut Up for Souvenirs




Warrensburgh Museum

of Local History
GAYEL FROM HISTORIC WOOD. ,

xemplif-
conclusion of the e
cnﬁtunm:r the Initiatory delgt:mi} :; ‘:
lass of candidates of La P
E‘; @ of Odd Fellows Saturday S
- Eﬂnurga F. Rolfe, noble z;n i
lE“tf Paul's Lodge of Schenecta trg:'n o
ented with a gavel mdul -
Err:l:d of the war boats :hr?n B -
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sunk In nLllIm George -k P;ﬂ“i'?:
Fr?::hc:mplahd the visit of 8t. “::II; i
It:tdxu to the Lake George lndfianad b
the Schenectady body exemp

raid o len
in ierre
Vai French and Indians made a night
attack over the ice from Tloonderoga, bumi everythi
outside of the fort induding h >
t ;
first degree,

ing
ouses and many Bateauxof

The Saratogian
(Saratoga Springs), Nov. 21, 1916)
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CLOCK CASE OF OLD TIMBERS

W. L, Adee Makes Articles From His-
toric Material.

w. L Ad% of this city has recently
complete e making of a clock case
and 2 r of wooden candlesticks
from ti rom a "
of four which was on Lake George
during the French and Indian war
d which was destroyed in 1757 by

‘de Vandreuil, Governor of the |,

Canadian Province of Three Rivers,
who led a force of 1,500 regulars, Can-
adlan soldiers, militia and Indians
against Fort William Henry.

The four sloops were sunk at the
head of the Lake and remained in
.the.water for abowt 150 years umti
one of tirem was raised in 1904.

The clock case is made without the
use of nalls and is of splendid work-
manship. The wood uséd is black
| oak.

The clock case and candlesticks are
now on exhibition in the F, C. May-
nard jewelry store,

The Saratogian (Saratoga Springs, NY)

(April 10, 1919)

24



John Farrell/Bateaux Below
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Lefner Collection/NYS
Museum-

e

NYS Museum

What Is Interesting About These Sloop Timbers?
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Brigid Shaw
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Brigid Shaw

C.y/yv\g,\\cx '
/1903~ .
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Brigid Shaw
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Brigid Shaw
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Brigid Shaw




Nhat Vessel Is 1903-Raised Sloop’?

From-"A Plan of Fort Wllllam Henry (1756) by John Wllllams
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Fort William
Henry
Collection

MARCH 1757

SLOOP
TIMBER B

JAN 24,2017

MARCH 1757
SLOOP
TIMBER A

JAN 24,2017
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SLOOP
TIMBER C

JAN 24,2017

NYS Museum/
Lefner Collection
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John Farrell/BBI

———

MARCH 1757
SLOOP
TIMBER C
JAN 24,2017

MARCH 1757
SLOOP
TIMBER A
JAN 24,2017

g

NYSM (below)

Hull timber fragments

@ P
o MARCH 1757

T measure 4 ft. 8 in. to

JAN 24,2017

4ft.111in. long
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The Sloop

1757
o March 3757, during the French & Indian ) & Frtsech, Cans ey, ired

it ary force st tacked FortWiliam Henry at Lake George n New Yerk. They (3= toovemun the
British garison, but burned all outer buik ings, abaut 300 bateaus an shore, and 4 sioaps, teo (Fg. 1)
Several months later in August 3757, another French-led army destreyed the fort

2903
In 283, the O pae
coukd b sean i shilln witar offart. Wikam HanryHotsl b8, the New\’:vrklcgldalumgunmd
penmission toAlexander | Howsll, 3 New York Gty businessman, to 1 ase any sunkenvemels in Lake
Eagrge that sank prior to 1776, He wanted to exhibit avessel at the 1893 Chicage werld's Lir. How-
e enthus asm dwindled and his sanction was voided at the end of 18g3. William 5. Tutte, o
Falls, New then

Tuttle befeved some shipwrec ks held treasre. In 1902, ahardhat diver begant emeving 10 tons

cobble ballast. In early Julyage3, 8D B HCompany train hauked the submerged skoop Lo shore (Fig
21, The wondenrelic was cul up and its piec s were sokd.

The British Warship
This et asingle main aft dmci) with
‘ne mast rigged with fore-and-aft sais. The hulk me ssured 45 feetlong, 4 feetwile, and 7 eet

deep, inside paoms, smoking piges, miftary buttans,
buckles, 1743 Spanish coin, a pack bud:vfmu*elbulh and about goc annan balls and grape shot

‘What the Archaeology Tells Us
The vessells most Evely 3 30 o 40 ton sacp, passily the Gorl of Laudoun launched in 1756, The safing
craft e obablyost itsmast, rgging, and bowsprit during the March 1757 raid. When raised n 1903, s

i) T x4 ot 40 el of e s

A Thrgacn 8 BaiSm]

Modeling theSlncp
Aieast taken sround July 4, 1903, sharby alter the

shigwreck was ramed iromthe labe, have survived. 11 e il most or sllaf e imageswers
taken by N. Thompsan from: around the siaop using adry gelatn plate

deck wasigone’, The destructive fire destrayed the slaop’s upper works, 30 we
vature of the hulks sheer or the transam shape. One of the 1303 images shawed the rudder mising,
wossibly its saivage. swivel g in 19031 Essentialy , the
K i O A was present. The hull s ceiing pla s, the nterior basrds that corered the
frames, were sl sty ntactin 1903, m was the mast step and it crusch supparts. Same of the ex-
ternal hull planks, eallid strakes, were also attached to the lowes hull kames [Fg.3)

p

- besn taken Stipwaights and carpen-

oo deract SANTAEERRS g bttt ok o th. e T s+ it ot

that make up the frames, théy

ster. Spikes were aisd ufied b elp atach the mhngn\inb{mtﬂmr nall plaricing) .mmm,immo.
s

The
the d the

ool saws, dzes, axes and drawkaucs are 3
el amier e g of DR S S 30 scanmers
" mmummmu.emmmp.gm'

,n_sm tosl mamm.

-MMh-m

MastStep
&Crutch

Cailing
cem Plnks  Smwakes

mssdgments
The aunarsthani e HSoNIg: D A Bk, G5 Beny, Jonn SR, Teny Gl 3ndin: Copane (B33 Bl Dr DX ABSS Gtk MADORSE 3nd

create s e stipwreck 25 il was,
shartly afier being raied. The images were first pracessed in Photoshop and then manualy paint-
matched with insght3d to create a basic 30 paintcioud of the sa P imicloud kamin-
sightld was imported into Blender and phato angles were matched with these poimts. Finally, the 3D
model af the skoap was created using Lhe six camera angles 1 match up parts of the recovered Brifsh
colonisl warship [Fg. 5). We can scale this model to the known dimensions of the skiop - 14 feet wide,
44 Tt long, and 7 femt desp. Then we can use the mesdel to measure parts of the saop with an sxeu-
racy of arsund § feet

e —— PEs——
s tie details ol the candiians taken
lengin .avﬂbnm.m...}‘.ui..im“nmn

i?mhl.ep:u- tlvw;ﬂin:nm.

-

gﬂp.m.m,.mm..,,md“.,mmmm.mamm
iled from

Brigid Shaw/
JwZz

Several tinbers from this warship were repurposed (Fig. 61. 1n 226, 0.M. Smith donated two woode:
gaveks o an arealndependent Order of Odd Fellzus lodge. The gaveis [Fig.7) are now exhibtedin

Wuseum of Lozal Histes New York] In 2526, the Lake Geonge Lodge
of dd Fellows presented the St. Pauls Lodge of Odd Fellows (Schensctady, New York) with a gavel
erafted fram "wozd of the war baats which were sunkin Lake Gearge during the French and Indian
war [3].” I 1529, Saratoga Springs, New York resident WL Adee fashioned two and lesticks and a
chock"from timbers from a skoop™ destroyed during the March 75 raid. Adee's handaork was then
exhibited ina Sarstoga Sgrings jewsiny store In 135, Beulsh Brown donated a wooden gavel to the
Qrder of the Easter Star of Giens Falls. The denars lather, Delbert Brown, made the gavel brom a
2757 shoop timber.

uAvIl. FROM HISTORIC WOOD.
| At the conclusion of the exemplifi-
c-tlun of the L2

5.6 1] The s St S, W W] N

s 3835t e, ot Wb M

In Museun:
Fartunately, same Boap limer shave survived. Fort William Henry Museum and the Lake Gearge His-
tosical Amosiafan ach have three frame pieces. in 2008, lohn Lefner, a Cleverdale, New York real ex-
tote agentand antige ¢ olieciar, donated nine waoden fragments kam the 1757 siop to the State
Museum in Abany Fig. 8.

¥
(e Ireswter, the competénce of the shipbuikders, and the quality ..mmum

faruse on a strategic inland waterway.

g Themnns ws

tory Museum; 4 Bethed; ot STUg, Gements Libeary fUnie. of
0D Masan Lang Whchasl “Bod i Ragers (Faceing, e € kgl

v ensreie
‘m 18, 80 Baker;and Tin Lagas.

sy A Msgune 1oan Ao, Chases Kuenas; o
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National Maritime Heritage Act (1994)
T e

National Maritime

Heritage Grant
(>
Parks, o Geo®
Subgrants— EEIEIELY: o s\ rants—
Education : o®'®2 Preservation
$170,000 o W00 B $90,000
fren®”

e $392.500 Total



BOOKS BY ZARZYNSKI:
Champ—Beyond the Legend (1984)

Monster Wrecks of Loch Ness and Lake Champlain (1986)

The Radeau Land Tortoise—North America’s Oldest Intact Warship,
co-author, D. K. Abbass (1993)

Lake George Shipwrecks and Sunken History, co-author, Bob
Benway (2011)

Documentary Filmmaking for Archaeologists, co-author, Peter Pepe
(2012)

Ghost Fleet Awakened: Lake George’s Sunken Bateaux of 1758
(2019)

Lochend—Monster Hunting on the Run (2021)

Fort William Henry’s Moments in Time (2023)

Ghost Fleet
AWAKENEDL

JOSEPH W. ZARZYNSKI

Fort William
Henry’s Moments
in Time
JOSEPH W. ZARZYNSKI
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