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www.mycoast.org/ny

***In NY, MyCoast can be used inland and statewide.
Not just for the coast!***



Why MyCoast?
• Storms and floods are increasing 

in frequency and severity

• Impacts are costly

• Lack of documentation during and 
after weather events

• Current data used for decisions 
doesn’t consider our shifting baseline 
conditions due to climate change

• Photos can complement these dataBeacon, NY
https://mycoast.org/reports/101081

Edgemere, NY
https://mycoast.org/reports/103950



Value of crowd-
sourced photos
• Powerful visual of flooding and impacts

• Hyperlocal

• Engages residents

Why should you submit to MyCoast NY?

• A way to share your experience

• Connects you to where you live

• Build a dataset with your neighbors 
that can serve the community



Photos linked to nearby weather 
and USGS river gauge

https://mycoast.org/reports/95822

Location: Route 299 & Springtown Rd, New Paltz
Date/time: 4/8/2022 10:43 am

Wappinger Creek near Wappinger Falls
Water level: 8.35 ft

Wallkill at Gardiner
Water level: 12.3 ft

Rondout at Rosendale
Water level: 19.56 ft



5/1/2023

7/16/2023

Road in floodway,
barricades deployed

Road outside flood hazard area, 
no barricades deployed

SFHA

New Paltz, Wallkill River



Who is Engaged? Why?

Community 
members

• Build awareness and political will
• Inform municipal planning and decisions
• Validate forecasts and mapping projections
• Apply for flood mitigation funding

Muni/State/
University

NGOs

Kingston, NY
https://mycoast.org/reports/100952Modeled inundation: 20 yr storm (HRFIDSS)



Become a MyCoast NY volunteer

1. Download the MyCoast app 
or visit MyCoast.org/ny

2. Register
3. Snap photo
4. Submit photo report



New York’s Tools

Flood Watch
Tracking Flooding Across the State

• Any type of flooding (riverine, lake, tidal, 
storm surge, pluvial, etc.)

Storm Reporter
Documenting Storm Damage

• Uses a more detailed form for observations
• Includes other impacts (downed trees & 

powerlines, damaged buildings, etc.)
• Can upload flood photos as well 



Access data: Search reports By map

By report type

By report 
attributes 
(location, date, 
observations)

Data can be 
exported to .csv 
and brought into 

GIS



What have we seen and 
learned so far?



By the numbers

Since July 1, 2022…
• Registered users: 723

• 265 users have submitted 
reports

• 315 ”Anonymous” reports

• Number of reports: 1,293
• Flood Watch: 1,194
• Storm Reporter: 99

• 24 counties



MyCoast Survey

• Fall 2023
• 56 survey responses
• Top motivation: Concerns about 

flood and storm impacts to my community 
(74%)

6% 3% 14%

19%

20%
35%

3%



Other motivations…

Contributing to something useful
“Timeline regarding the how the floods affects our living places”

Flood experience
“I live in Rockaway Park and lived through the trauma and damage 
of Sandy”

Identity
“I’m a geek, love astronomy and meteorology”, “I’m an advocate”

Work
“I'm a meteorologist”, “Office of Emergency Management”



Cortland Onondaga Federation of 
Kettle Lakes Association
Using MyCoast as a data repository in support of Storm 
Response Plan



Use Case: Winter Storm Elliot (12/23/22)

• 106 photo reports
• Captured storm surge from Long 

Island, NYC, and the length of the 
Hudson

Cold Spring
https://mycoast.org/reports/100732

https://mycoast.org/reports/100732


Use Case: Town of Southampton

• In support of 
Emergency 
Management 
operations



Outreach for inland communities



Challenges and limitations of the tool

• Can’t search reports easily through the phone app
• No cell/wifi service in many areas
• “Search Reports” function on website has limitations
• Data sources

• Tide: NOAA Tides & currents
• River: USGS

• Data exports (.csv)
• Doesn’t record tide/river/lake observations
• Doesn’t record submission date



Next Steps

• Funding secured through July 2026
• Increasing social media presence

• Instagram: @mycoastny #mycoastny
• Facebook: MyCoast NY

• Define value, recommendations for sustainability based on 
first 2-years

• Exploring partnerships
• Continue promoting use



Become a Mycoast NY volunteer

1. Download the MyCoast app 
or visit MyCoast.org/ny

2. Register
3. Snap photo
4. Submit photo report



Thank you!

Visit
Mycoast.org/ny

Get in touch!
Jess Kuonen

New York Sea Grant
jak546@cornell.edu
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