
Libraries Love Lakes
Nadia Harvieux, Associate Director for Educational Programs

Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William Smith, Geneva, NY



Libraries Love Lakes: Origins

• Program started in 2019 by members of the Global Lakes Ecological 
Observatory Network (GLEON) 

• Outreach initiative to “Get lakes on everyone’s radar”



Libraries Love Lakes: Mission



Libraries Love Lakes: Goals

• Raise awareness of the importance of lakes in our everyday lives

• Inspire new collaborations in the community

• Celebrate July as Lakes Appreciation Month in new & exciting ways



GENEVA

Why Get Involved?



Pilot Program
• Worked with two libraries (NY & CT)
• Focused on Childrens programs
• Engaged two students: undergraduate biology 

Honors student from Fairfield University and 
library high school youth board member



Resources for Programming
• Available online: https://www.hws.edu/centers/finger-lakes-institute/libraries-love-

lakes.aspx

• For Lakes Appreciation Month resources, go to nalms.org

https://www.nalms.org/lakes-appreciation-month/


Resources for Childrens Programs

• Water-themed book list, topics include:
• Lake Ecosystems, Wildlife, Ecosystem Services, Cultural History, 

Conservation and Restoration, The Water Cycle



Select Titles for Kids



Resources for Childrens Programs

• Water-themed crafts, materials & instructions



Resources for Childrens Programs
Resource Guide includes:

• Planning checklist

• Ideas for book displays

• Interactive response 
board

• Host a storytime

• Lead arts & crafts 
activity

• Educational 
programming

• Host a book club



What we learned from the pilot
"Our girls loved learning about lakes, 
making their own fish was their favorite 
part!“ - Parent

“I think libraries are a natural partner for 
this program…I definitely think the 
program was a conversation starter 
between parent and child” - C.H. Booth 
Librarian

"The parents like the way you incorporated 
information about the importance of lakes 
with a fun experience for their children." -
Wood Library Librarian



Resources for Adult Library Patrons

• Lake-themed book list for 
adults (Google drive link here)

Do you know of lake and 
water-themed titles that 
should be included? Help us 
grow this list!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jBU97O1R5Jw961EvWxWefvq9YlTLGTUFnrz9TYKXQGY/edit#gid=0


Resources for Adult Library Patrons



Make LLL Your Own!
Past programs for adults

• Evening guest speaker series for adult patrons

• Co-hosted programs with local Trout Unlimited 
chapters

• Evening wildlife watching canoe/kayak for adults

• Partnered with lake association for a display 
table of Lake-Friendly Living info for patronsBook Display for Adult Patrons –

DiMenna-Nyselius Library



Make LLL Your Own!
Past programs for kids

• Hosted outdoor water-themed crafts 
and activities

• "Take & Make" activity sets

• Partnered with Summer Camp programs!

• Provided summer literacy support

• Connected with State Fisheries Department 
for kid-friendly giveaways- workbooks, fish 
ID guides, posters, stickers

• Fishing demo and gear intro, library fishing 
rod check out program



Share your events on Social Media!

• #librarieslovelakes

• #LakesAppreciation

• #NALMS2025



Tips for Getting Started

• Reach out to your local library! Connect early!

• Cross pollinate events! 

• Participate in the annual spring Libraries Love Lakes Info 
Session (virtual)

• Have FUN! Get creative! Reach out to new partners!



Jen Klug
Biology Professor at 
Fairfield University

Leadership Team

Teresa Sauer
Ph.D. candidate at

University of Michigan

Olenka Duncan
Environmental Engineer at 

Keller



Thank you! Questions?

Nadia Harvieux: Harvieux@hws.edu

New home of Libraries Love Lakes (Spring 2025)
https://www.hws.edu/centers/finger-lakes-institute/libraries-love-lakes.aspx

Former webpage www.librarieslovelakes.org (active until end of 2025) 

Scan Here

mailto:Harvieux@hws.edu
https://www.hws.edu/centers/finger-lakes-institute/libraries-love-lakes.aspx
http://www.librarieslovelakes.org/
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