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nyimapinvasives.org 
Click Login to create 
an account.



Agenda
1. Intro, overview, and role of 

iMapInvasives
2. iMap Online

3. How data gets used

4. iMap Mobile App

5. Species overview

6. Reporting practice

nyimapinvasives.org Click Login 
to create an account.

Download app from Google 
Play or iOS App Store 
(search “imapinvasives”)



Centralized invasive species database to support 
PRISMs, state agencies and other partners 
working to manage the negative impacts of 
invasive species on natural resources.

nyimapinvasives.org

iMapInvasives & Natural Heritage

Our mission is to facilitate the conservation 
of New York’s biodiversity by providing 
comprehensive information and scientific 
expertise on rare species and natural 
ecosystems to resource managers and other 
conservation partners.

nynhp.org



Invasive species are species of 
plants, animals, insects, and 
pathogens that are:

1. Non-native

2. Negatively impactful

• Harm to environment, 
economy, and human health

Photo from iMap record 1344606

Invasive Species



Data sources

 2010-2016: Uploads of existing data from partner 
organizations

 Now: Data entered by community scientists & 
professionals in real time

• Species ID confirmed by experts
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Web Map 
Services

iMapInvasives as the
New York State

 Invasive Species Database

Field Data 
Collection Tools

Community 
Scientists

Email 
Alerts

Derivative 
Analyses

Spatial 
Prioritization Tools

NYS Invasive 
Species Tiers

Partner & Agency 
Data

iMapInvasives is an online and mobile, GIS-
based data management system used to support 

state agencies, conservation partners, and the 
public working on invasive species issues.
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Partnership for Regional 
Invasive Species Management
• APIPP Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program

• Capital Region
• CRISP Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership

• Finger Lakes
• Lower Hudson
• LIISMA Long Island Invasive Species Management Area

• SLELO Saint Lawrence and Easter Lake Ontario

• Western NY

Learn more: nyis.info/prisms

PRISMs



Nyimapinvasives.org



Create Account/Login

New York

Check email for link (“click here”), 
click open the User Agreement.

Read User Agreement and accept

imapinvasives.natureserve.org

Login (if you have account)

Create Account



Login – map viewer



Navigation

Action Tools

Geographic Layers

Main Menu

Map viewer



Map viewer



Viewing records
View various data 

fields, photos, 
additional information
Records are 

unconfirmed until 
reviewed by experts
See what is in your 

area



Models & Tools

nyimapinvasives.org
/data-and-maps



Models & Tools – AIS Prioritization
Risk of introduction, risk of establishment, and potential impact



West Virginia Department of Commerce Photo by T. Bodner Photo b Alana Olendorf theportugalnews.com

Invasive 
Species 

Tiers



Models & Tools - tiers

Filter by taxa, 
region, tier



Models & Tools - WaLT
• Quickly pull the number of 

species and records in a 
waterbody, waterbodies in a 
county with a certain species, 
etc.

Waterbody, county, and species 
filters



Mobile App

1. Setup Account and App

2. Record invasive species

3. Upload records to iMap

Connectivity required

Connectivity NOT required

Connectivity required



Mobile App Setup



Mobile App Setup

• Username and password Must 
match iMap account online

• Sometimes iPhone’s add space 
after password



Preferences - optional
View lists as scientific or common names

Optional – Make a short list of species you know, are 
interested in, and expect to survey for in your area

Defaults are typically fine



Mobile App

1. Setup Account and App

2. Record invasive species

3. Upload records to iMap

Connectivity required

Connectivity NOT required

Connectivity required



+Add Observation

• Please follow along
• Submit a record “A Fake Species”

Recording an observation



Add Observation

Select Detected or Not Detected

Select Species – A Fake Species

Enable your custom species list

Take photo with camera

***Note: If you select photo from library, the iMap 
app will pull the location and date metadata from 
the photo (assuming your camera is set to capture 
metadata, and the appropriate permissions are 
available



Add Observation

Your location

Your coordinates: If 0,0 is 
displaying in the Location box, 
make sure your GPS is enabled on 
your device

Note: Map will be blank when out of 
connectivity



Add Observation

Add any comments that may enhance 
the quality of your observation report

Don’t forget to save your 
changes!

Enter the approximate time you were 
searching for invasive species (very helpful)

My Default Project

My Default Organization



Mobile App

1. Setup Account and App

2. Record invasive species

3. Upload records to iMap

Connectivity required

Connectivity NOT required

Connectivity required



Uploading Records



Species Identification
Some species are difficult to tell 

apart without distinct 
characteristics (buds, flowers, 
etc.
iMap groups these species by 

genus so they can be reported 
at any time
Review common groups, some 

other priority species
Visit your local PRISMs website 

for full species profiles



Reynoutria sp. – the knotweeds
3 species
Japanese knotweed – R. japonica
Giant knotweed – R. sachalinensis
Bohemian knotweed – R. x bohemica

Bamboo-like stems (hollow, segmented)
Leaves spade/heart shaped (size varies)
Dead stalks stand through winter
White flowers upright or drooping
Seeds mostly non-viable



Lonicera sp. – the honeysuckles
8 species!

Amur – L. maackii
European Fly – L. xylosteum
Bell’s – L. x bella
Morrow’s – L. morrowii
Standish – L. standishii
Tartarian – L. tartarica
Winter – L. fragrantissima
Japanese– L. japonica – this ones a vine! 

Woody shrub, 1st to leaf out in spring
Flower color varies (white, yellow, red, etc)
Fruit color also varies, usually red/orange
Hollow pith



Other species – the rest of the groups
21 different species groups - you 

may find:

Tracking ‘wild’ species, not 
ornamental

Bamboo
Barberry
Honeysuckle
Knapweed
Knotweed
Privet
Teasel

Swallowwort
Wisteria
Silvergrass
Lionfish
Jumping worms
Planarians
Mystery snails



Reporting invasives – aquatic plants
• Photographing ‘in water’ vs ‘in water’
• Lighting – beware the glare
• Object for scale

Eurasian water milfoil



Identifying characteristics – aquatic plants

• Many plants are not rigid, ‘melt’ out of water

Eurasian water milfoil



Identifying characteristics – aquatic plants
• Floating, submerged, rooted

• Leaf shape
• Opposite, alternate, whorled
• Distance between whorls
• Number of leaves
• Margins (smooth, serrate)

• Flowers, seeds, buds, roots, etc.
• Timing – things break down faster in water

Curly pondweed

Eurasian water milfoil



Thank you!

Any questions? Email: imapinvasives@dec.ny.gov
Website: nyimapinvasives.org  

@nyimapinvasives

Self-guided training materials, and 
upcoming webinars and events:

nyimapinvasives.org/training

mailto:imapinvasives@dec.ny.gov
http://www.nyimapinvasives.org/
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