
Otisco

Lake:

Furthest

East

of 

the 

11 

Finger 

Lakes



Basic Information 

Watershed:  38.7 square miles 

Lake:     6.241 Miles Length

.75  Miles max width

33.00  Feet mean depth

22.00  Billion gallons

Otisco Lake has the fourth smallest surface area 

and third smallest volume of the Finger Lakes.



Agriculture: 42%

7 Towns in Watershed

Otisco Watershed







Otisco Lake Preservation Association

(OLPA)



OLPA  Structure

-Monthly meetings - May through November

-Annual Meeting - July

-5 Board Members

-set of bylaws

Meetings:

-Strategy meeting

with OCWA and 

Onondaga County Soil & Water - March



Otisco Lake Preservation 

Association website:

OLPA Newsletter:

OLPA 

Reference 

Folder



Community

Participation



Key Issues handled by OLPA …

Water Chestnut pull with 

Finger Lakes Institute

Harvesting



Earth Day Clean 

Up

Annual  5K run/2 

mile walk 

Fundraising and 

Community 

involvement event 



Dumpster Day 





Examples of Key Issues 

handled with Partners:

FLI -

Lake Stewards

NYSFOLA

DEC - AIS



…and many more….



Key Issues Today
$$$ (Always!!) Working on and Obtaining Grants -

-2017-2019: Early Detection and Rapid Response to 

Invasive Species     

-Two currently in application wait phase

********

AIS & Vegetation:      Harvesting - hiring and managing               

Mat program - free loan

Lake Stewards and Education

********

-Webcams on lake; creation of calendar with upcoming 

drone photos

-Wash station for new DEC boat launch

-Settling basins for run off (this years Annual Meeting topic)



Cautionary Tales

- Enthusiasm and  Passion

- Singular Focus

- $$$ Respect
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Otisco Lake Watershed Management Plan (2014)
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https://www.ocwa.org

http://www.ongov.net/health/env/documents/OTISCO-
MANAGEMENT-PLAN2013MAY20.pdf
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otisco_Lake
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THANK YOU

???

CONTACT: margiecreamer@gmail.com

or

OLPA website contact page:

Otisco Lake Preservation.org

mailto:margiecreamer@gmail.com

