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Your lawn is an impervious surface.



What is non-point source pollution?

Rain that runs off impervious surfaces, flushing quickly 
downhill, picking up debris and pollutants.



Heavy rains 
can cause 
erosion, 
flooding, 

and 
non-point source 

pollution.



Native plants are the
best solution to 
these problems.

They are naturally adapted 
to periods 

of spring inundation 
as well as 

typical periods of 
summer drought. 



Blue vervain 
(Verbena 

hastata) and 
Cardinal flower 

(Lobelia 
cardinalis) turn 
this lowly swale 
into a flowering 

bioswale.









We can cleanse water, 

slow runoff 

and provide habitat



wood frog egg masses float

newt



wood frog tadpoles



salamander egg mass





spotted 
salamander



baby toads are terrestrial, but adults lay 
eggs in or near water



spring peeper





basking habitat



baby painted turtle



painted turtle basking on log -
important habitat



Baby turtles must find their way 
from upland nests to safe haven in 

ponds and lakes.



I need safe passage to the sandy pit where 
I lay my eggs.



Does your lake provide a home for me?



meadowhawks



bluets



Native plants evolved over millennia in the 
same habitat in which they are currently found, 

and form the basis of the local food web.

Cornus canadensis. bunchberry



native leaves are solar collectors that
transform the sun’s energy to food for insects;
those insects provide the basic nutrients 

that support life as we know it 



house wren
with baby food

6,000-9,000 caterpillars
needed 

to fledge one family
of chickadees 



Native plants are 
essential for the  

continued survival of 
native insects, 

pollinators and the 
birds and other wildlife 
that depend on them.



emergent vegetation



water lilies require a minimum of 6” of water



yellow pond lily, Nuphar variegata



water arum, Calla palustris



broadleaf arrowhead, Sagittaria latifolia





lizard’s tail, Saururus cernuus





plus it’s fragrant!



marsh violets



marsh marigold, 
Caltha palustris,



Juncus effusus, 
soft rush









boneset



woolgrass, 

Scirpus cyperinus



cardinal flower, Lobelia cardinalis



cardinal flower
brings hummingbirds



pickerelweed, Pontederia cordata













Iris versicolor, blue flag iris





Mint Fresh



John Wood



Light Verse



Between the Lines



Party Line





Iris prismatica ‘Exeter’



copper iris, Iris fulva



Bidens cernua, beggar’s tick





swamp rose mallow, Hibiscus moscheutos



Hibiscus moscheutos, 
marsh mallow







wild rhododendrons



Rhododendron maximum





pickerelweed, Pontederia cordata 
with swamp azalea 



A Wild One:
early azalea, 

Rhododendron
prinophyllum





swamp honeysuckle, 
Rhododendron viscosum



swamp azaleas





Betty Cummins



rhodora, Rhododendron canadenseodendron





swamp rose and wild raisin



Rosa palustris, swamp rose



Clethra 
alnifolia, sweet 

pepperbush



sweet pepperbush (pink)





steeplebush, Spiraea tomentosa



steeplebush with 

swamp milkweed



Eupatorium spp., 
Joe-Pye



NY ironweed, Vernonia noveboracensis



purple angelica

Angelica purpurea



purple angelica

ironweed



swamp milkweed, 
Asclepias
incarnata
with tall 

meadow rue, 
Thalictrum dioicum





tall meadow rue, 
Thalictrum pubescens



Canadian owlet

















winterberry
Ilex verticillata



buttonbush, 
Cephalanthus 

occidentalis

fall color









mist flower, Joe pye and grasses



obedient plant



obedient plant



hummingbird on turtlehead



blue vervain,Verbena hastata



Penstemon digitalis





Packera aurea, golden groundsel





Canada lily, Lilium canadense



Lilium superbum, Turk’s cap lily



cinnamon ferns, Osmunda cinnamomea





Quercus bicolor

swamp white oak

exfoliating bark



Peachleaf willow, 
Salix amygdaloides

Salix (willows) support 484
species of Lepidoptera



black willows have
typical willow-shaped leaves



river birch

native birches support 410 species

Betula nigra



Tilia americana,
basswood, 

supports 160 
species of
Lepidoptera



butterflies also love basswood

red-spotted purple





2 years later



Flying Trillium Gardens and Preserve
www.flyingtrillium.com

csummers@springmail.com
Our gardens are open by appointment.  

Visit our website to find out more!


