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Invasive Aquatic Plants: Why Do 
We Care?





• Species transported to an area 
• Scale matters!

• Ability to degrade an ecosystem
• No natural predators
• Fast reproducing 
• Harms the economy and even 

human health

Invasive Species

Image from: http://almagottlieb.com/2017/08/what-a-brown-recluse-spider-
has-taught-me/invasive-species-fish-cartoon/

lowertrentconservation.wordpress.com



•Invasive: Non-native and can destroy ecosystems
•Non-native: Species introduced by humans where not 
previously found

•Naturalized:  Species introduced by humans and does 
not need human help to reproduce or maintain itself

•Native: Species that has developed over thousands of 
years in its ecosystem 

What's the Difference?
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• Impact waterbodies and people by:
• Crowding out native species 

• Interfering with navigation

• Influencing water quality

• Reducing fish and invertebrate habitat quality and quantity

• Increases eutrophication through decomposition

• Interfering with power generation

Invasive Aquatic Plants 



•Physical
•Drawdown
•Chemical 
•Biological

Management Options



Curly Leaf Pondweed (Potamogeton crispus)



Eurasian Watermifoil (Myriophyllum spicatum)



Fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana)



Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata)





Water Chestnut (Trapa natans)





www.adirondackalmanack.com
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Preventing Invasions

http://www.denpubs.com/news/2014/jan/28/lake-george-boats-be-inspected/
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• Establishing a baseline
• Tracking changes over time 
• Evaluating a management technique 

• Better to be done independent of 
implementation.

• Rare/Endangered Species
• Different survey designs for different 

goals

MONITORING!!!!!
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