
Policy loopholes as opportunities for action
in NYS lake protection 

Unregulated wetlands,  roadside ditches,
and ag tile drainage

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/11/09/563073022/algae-contaminates-drinking-water
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Flooding + Pollution
Ånutrients ς

phosphorus, 
nitrogen
diss. carbon

Åmicrobes ς
fecal coliforms

Åsediment
Åde-icersalts
Åpesticides
Åantibiotics Photo: Hecht

Watershed Runoff Concerns



Exacerbated by climate extremes -
More, heavier downpours 

August, 2014   Islip, Long Island, NY  
моέ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ мн hrs



http://www.tworiverscoalition.org/pages5670782.asp

Loophole #1   Unprotected wetlands 
Play critical roles -

- filter out contaminants 
- reduce flooding downstream 
- dissipate stream energy

-



Current Regulations: 
Federal:  

- regulated under Clean Water Act (> 1 acre size) 
- many former wetlands omitted if not connected 

to  navigable waterways  (WOTUS)
- ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ  Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜŀŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎƛŘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ  
- non-regulatory National Wetland Inventory maps 

NY State 
- only regulates mapped wetlands that are 12.4 acres 
ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƻǊ ƻŦ  άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜέ

- legally delineated ςwith wetland vegetation

ü No development within the wetland 
ü requires 100 ft buffer of no development
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Loophole #1 Unprotected, vulnerable wetlands 

drained 

filled in 

cleared 



Case Study:  
Non-regulated Wetlands in Town of Ulysses, 
Tompkins Co. 



Wetlands identified on 
USFW National Wetland Inventory Maps

Tompkins Co. Geoportal ςInteractive  - Natural Resources   



Wetlands identified on 
New York State Dept. Environ. Conser. maps



Gaps in protection 



A role for engagement ςcreate local ordinances  

Town of Ulysses Zoning:  212-124 


