Policy loopholes as opportunities for action
IN NYS lake protection

Unregulated wetlands, roadside ditches,
and ag tile drainage
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https://www.npr.org/sections/healthshots/2017/11/09/563073022/algaeontaminatesdrinking-water
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r A Global Strike for Climate Change: 1.4 Million Students Walk Out
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Watershed Runoff Concerns
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Exacerbated by climagxtremes-
More, heavier downpours

Change since 1950 in Top 1% Heaviest Rainfall Events

IPCC: likely
increases in either
frequency or
intensity of heavy
precipitation
August, 2014 Islip, Long Island, NY
MOE NI AWSI f




Loophole #1 Unprotected wetlands
Play critical roles
- filter out contaminants
- reduce flooding downstream
- dissipate stream energy

ontaminants
and sediment
are filtered
Provides
critical wildlife
habitat

» Cleaner water
outflow

Groundwater
flow sl |

{ I

Bacteria W8

break down W \ 7 H«N Sio
. -, w release
sgtammnants Saturated peat of stored water | Stream <

ores water

http://www.tworiverscoalition.org/pages5670782.asp



Current Regulations:

Federal:

- regulated under Clean Water Act (> 1 acre size)

- many former wetlands omitted if not connected

to navigable waterways (WOTUS)
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- non-regulatory National Wetland Inventory maps
NY State

- only regulates mapped wetlands that are 12.4 acres
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- legally delineated, with wetland vegetation

U No development within the wetland
U requires 100t buffer of no development
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hole #1 Unprotected, vulnerable wetlands
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Case Study:
Nonregulated Wetlands in Town of Ulysses,
Tompkins Co.




Wetlands identified on
USFW National Wetland Inventory Maps

Tompkins Co. Geoportalinteractive - Natural Resources
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Wetlands identified on
New York State Dept. Envirdbonsermaps
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Gaps in protection
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A role for engagemeng create local ordinances

Town of Ulysses Zoning: 2124



