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NYSFOLA Recognized by NALMS 
The New York State Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. was the recipient of the North American 

Lake Management Societyôs (NALMS) Leadership and Service Award for Community Outreach 

and Education  presented at the NALMS International Symposium held in Burlington, VT in No-

vember.   NYSFOLA was recognized for 35 years of significant lake-related community education 

and outreach efforts.   

The award recognizes individuals or teams that demonstrate leadership, service, and practice of lake 

and reservoir management. According to the NALMS website, selection criteria for Leadership and 

Service Awards include the ñlevel of involvement, measura-

ble impact, sustainability of action(s), and innovation in 

lake and reservoir management.ò In the specific area of edu-

cation and outreach,  the award recognizes the ñdesign, fa-

cilitation, or performance of exceptional education and out-

reach activity facilitating community understanding and 

appreciation for lake and reservoir managementò.  

NYSFOLA Manager Nancy Mueller accepted the honor on 

behalf of the organization. She said, ñIt is a great honor to 

be recognized by the North American Lake Management 

Society, and we thank our member lake associations, lake 

management colleagues across the region, and the New 

York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(DEC) for contributing to our success.ò 

NYSFOLA was nominated by Chris Doyle, Senior Aquatic 

Biologist and Director of Biology at SOLitude Lake Management who is currently serving on the 

NALMS Board of Directors as the Region 2 Representative.  In his nominating letter, Chris wrote: 

The New York State Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. (NYSFOLA) was established in 

1983 with a mission to ñprotect the water resources of New York State by assisting local 

organizations and individuals through public dialogue, education, information exchange, 

and collaborative efforts.ò The organization now represents nearly 250 lake associations 

across the state and serves to provide educational outreach to them in many different ways. 

The first goal of NYSFOLA was to establish a volunteer lake monitoring program in New 

York. In 1985, the Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP) was created at 
ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 
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Presidentõs Letter  -  Don Cook  

¢ƘŜ b¸{Ch[! .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ 
ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǿƛƴπ
ǘŜǊΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǘ IƻƴŜƻȅŜ [ŀƪŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛŎŜ-ƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ 
ƛŎŜ ƻũΦ LŎŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 
ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ǝǇ-ǳǇǎ ǳƴǝƭ ƭŀǘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜπ
ǎǳƭǘΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ /{[!t ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 
¢ƘŜ b¸{Ch[!Σ b¸{59/Σ ŀƴŘ ¦CL ǎǘŀũ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇπ
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭȅ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΦ  
 
!Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ [ŀƪŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŀǘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ 
/{[!t ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлнл b¸{Ch[! !ƴƴǳπ
ŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΦ L ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎπ
ƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƴŜǿ /{[!t ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘπ
ǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ b¸{Ch[! ŀƴŘ 
b¸{59/ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
/{[!t ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘΦ 
 
[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ 
¸ƻǊƪ ŜǾŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  Lƴ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ¢ƘŜ CƛƴƎŜǊ [ŀƪŜǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ŀǘ Iƻπ
ōŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ƳƛǘƘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ нлнл CƛƴƎŜǊ [ŀƪŜǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊπ
ŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǾŀΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ǊΦ 
[ƛǎŀ /ƭŜŎƪƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎǘŀũ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǩƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ 
ǿŀǎ 5ǊΦ wƛŎƪ wŜƭȅŜŀΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊǊƛƴ 
CǊŜǎƘ ²ŀǘŜǊ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ WŜũŜǊǎƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ wŜƴǎǎŜƭŀŜǊ tƻƭȅπ
ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΦ 5ǊΦ wŜƭȅŜŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻπ
ƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ L.aΣ wtL ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ 
CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ [ŀƪŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΦ IŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƊŜǊ с ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ WŜũŜǊǎƻƴ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ άŘŀǘŀ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘέ ŦƻǊ Ǉǳōπ

ƭƛŎ ǾƛŜǿΦ  
 
!ƊŜǊ о ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CƛƴƎŜǊ [ŀƪŜǎ wŜπ
Ǝƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ 
!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻƴ 
ǘƻ aŀǊƎƛŜ /ǊŜŀƳπ
ŜǊ ƻŦ hǝǎŎƻ [ŀƪŜΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ 
C[w²!Ωǎ ф ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǝŎ 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπ
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ 
ƛƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ I!. ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŀπ
ǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ CƛƴƎŜǊ [ŀƪŜǎ I¦. Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎΦ 
!ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ bŀƴŎȅ aǳŜƭƭŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ Ǿŀƭǳπ
ŀōƭŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ C[w²! 
ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ L ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƭŀƪŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ L ŀƳ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀπ
ǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ hƴŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
b¸{Ch[! ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ  
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻǊǝǳƳ ƻŦ !ǉǳŀǝŎ  
{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǝŜǎΩ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴπ
ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ
ό²h¢¦{ύΦ ¢ƘŜ b¸{Ch[! .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴΦ  
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ b¸{Ch[! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ 
ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 
IŜƴǊȅ IƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ 
aŀȅ мǎǘ ŀƴŘ нƴŘ ƛƴ [ŀƪŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΦ bŀƴŎȅ 
aǳŜƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǇǳǩƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ L ŀƳ 
ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƪŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǿƛƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ CƛƴƎŜǊ [ŀƪŜǎ ǿƛƴŜ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻπ
ŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ b¸{Ch[! ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ DƛƊ 
ǘƻ {¦b¸ hƴŜƻƴǘŀ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƭŀƪŜ 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊπ
ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΗ 
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the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). NYSFOLA has collaborated with DEC to run the 

program since it began as a pilot on 25 lakes. This year, over 176 sites will be monitored across the state by 

nearly 400 volunteers. NYSFOLA is charged with running the day-to-day operations of the program and work-

ing directly with the volunteers and laboratory to ensure a high-quality dataset. 

NYSFOLA has also collaborated with DEC to publish two editions of ñDiet for a Small Lake: A New Yorkerôs 

Guide to Lake and Watershed Management.ò Thousands of copies of this ñlakes for the laypersonò publication 

have been sold in all 50 states and several international countries. 

NYSFOLAôs annual conference is held each spring with a large crowd of lakefront property owners, govern-

ment officials, lake management professionals, and academic researchers in attendance. A wide variety of topics

ï from aquatic invasive species to dam safety are covered over the two days of the conference, in addition to the 

annual training session for new CSLAP volunteers, conducted no matter what the weather brings. 

In addition, NYFOLA keeps its members current on a wide range of issues through its ñWaterworksò newsletter, 

Facebook page, website, and regional conferences. The organization has encouraged the formation of regional 

lake groups and collaborates with a wide range of lake-related organizations including, but not limited to, the 

Madison County Federation of Lake Associations, the Adirondack Lakes Alliance, the Finger Lakes Regional 

Watershed Protection Alliance, the Cortland-Onondaga Federation of Kettle Lakes Association, and the Indian 

River Lakes Conservancy. NYSFOLA Manager Nancy Mueller and members of the NYSFOLA Board of Direc-

tors are frequent speakers at these conferences and general lake association meetings. 

Over the last decade, NYSFOLA has supported the efforts of the SUNY Oneonta graduate program in Lake 

Management to develop the next generation of lake managers and to assist member lake associations with the 

preparation of lake management plans. Each year, NYSFOLA provides scholarship assistance so that a deserv-

ing member lake association can participate in the program. 

NYSFOLA has been a long-time member and active supporter of NALMS and its national goals. They became a 

ñchapterò in 1993 and have remained as an ñaffiliateò ever since. They have supported many Region 2 NALMS 

Board Members and were the host committee of the 2015 NALMS International Symposium in Saratoga 

Springs, New York. 

I have personally been active with NYSFOLA for over 14 years. For their 35+ years of accomplishments, it is 

with great pleasure that I nominate NYSFOLA as a 2019 recipient of the NALMS Leadership and Service 

Award-Community Education and Outreach. 

 

There were many nominees in the category this year, and it was a true honor for NYSFOLA to receive the award while 

the symposium was close to home with  many NYSFOLA members in attendance.  NALMS will celebrate its 40th anni-

versary this year in Minneapolis, MN.   

 

b![a{ ŀǘ пл 

[ŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǾŜǊǎŜ [ŀƪŜǎΣ 

[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜ 

ǿǿǿΦƴŀƭƳǎΦƻǊƎ 
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NYSFOLA Board Supports The Consortium of Aquatic  

Science Societies Position on WOTUS 

Press Release - (Bethesda, MD) January 23, 2020 - The U.S. EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers have redefined the 

extent of protection for the nationôs freshwater resources.  The Consortium of Aquatic Science Societies, a group of nine 

professional societies with a total of more than 20,000 member scientists, strongly criticized the new definition of the 

ñWaters of the United States (WOTUS).ò  The redefinition is inconsistent 

with the best-available science.  It removes protection for millions of 

stream miles and acres of wetlands that keep waters and watersheds 

healthy. 

 

The Clean Water Actôs mandate is ñto restore and maintain the chemical, 

physical, and biological integrity of the Nationôs waters.ò  The new rule 

eliminates protection for waters that otherwise maintain watershed integri-

ty, thus rendering the objectives of the Clean Water Act unattainable. 

 

Impairment of headwaters and wetlands affects water quality and flow for 

entire watersheds.  The rule threatens critical headwater and wetland eco-

system services, like water quality protection, aquifer recharge, organic 

material transport, safeguarding habitats for endangered species, and sup-

port for recreational and commercial fishing economies.  Climate change 

and land use intensification have already shifted waters that were perma-

nent to intermittent and intermittent to ephemeral.  Under the revised 

WOTUS, more waters will lose protection, thus severely undermining our 

nationôs water quality and fisheries. 

 

A recent report from the American Fisheries Society (https://

afspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/fsh.10229), found that 

headwater ecosystem impairment, loss, or destruction is assured under the 

revised WOTUS rule, and would have severe and long-lasting conse-

quences for fisheries and environmental conditions throughout the USA.  

Headwaters act as a conveyor of nutrients, a path for migrating fish and 

wildlife, and a drainage and storage system for floodwaters.  ñThe pub-

lished science demonstrates that the loss of protections for our nationôs 

most vulnerable waters will have far-reaching implications for fish, wild-

life, and their habitats,ò said American Fisheries Society Executive Direc-

tor Doug Austen, Ph.D.   

ñWe have a clear understanding of the critical functions provided by our 

wetlands, including maintenance of clean water.  We should be seeking 

ways to preserve and strengthen these benefits.  Instead, the proposed new 

Consortium of Aquatic 

Science Societies 

 

¶ American Fisheries Society 

¶ Association for the Sciences of            

Limnology and Oceanography 

¶ Coastal and Estuarine Research        

Foundation 

¶ Freshwater Mollusk Conservation 

Society 

¶ International Association for Great 

Lakes Research 

¶ North American Lake Management 

Society 

¶ Phycological Society of  America 

¶ Society for Freshwater Science 

¶ Society of Wetland Scientists 
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rule, which flies in the face of good science, will weaken protection for headwater streams and associated wetlands, sys-

tems that are key to safeguarding healthy watersheds,ò said Loretta Battaglia, Ph.D., President-Elect of the Society of 

Wetland Scientists.   

 

Our nationôs estuaries and coastal waters are vital to our economic prosperity and sustainability.  The health of these wa-

ters is influenced not just by the flow of streams and rivers, but also through groundwater connections to wetlands, 

dammed and diked areas, and ditches in coastal watersheds.  ñThe proposed new rule will weaken protection of the water 

quality and biological integrity for these vital ecosystems, ñ said James Fourqurean, Ph.D., President of the Coastal and 

Estuarine Research Foundation. 

 

Perry Thomas, Ph.D., President of the North American Lake Management Society, said, ñEven our highest quality lakes 

are threatened by erosion and other degradation in their watersheds.  If we are going to protect these incredibly valuable 

water bodies we need to manage stormwater and address erosion in these lake watersheds, but that would be essentially 

lost under the proposed WOTUS definition that excludes many headwater streams and wetlands. 

 

ñThe science on the connectivity between headwater streams, wetlands, and ecosystem services like clean water is undis-

puted,ò asserts Amy Rosemond, Ph.D., President of the Society for Freshwater Science, ñhowever, the EPA has chosen 

to ignore this science.  This includes ignoring the conclusions of EPAôs own staff scientists and science advisory board.  

The new rule is simply not scientifically defensible and the decision to ignore the science was arbitrary and capricious.  

The logical outcome of todayôs rule will be a degradation in water quality and increasing threats to human health.ò 

 

For more information on the Waters of the United States, see https://fisheries.org/policy-media/wotus/. 

 

The NYSFOLA Board of Directors has unanimously agreed to support the position of the Consortium of Aquatic Sci-

ence Societies.  The quality and quantity of the water in our lakes starts from the upper reaches of the watershed and in-

cludes vital wetlands.  Concerned NYSFOLA members may wish to contact their representatives in Washington. 

 

For more information about the Consortiumôs press release, contact Drue Winters:  dwinters@fisheries.org 

(301) 897-8616 x202 


